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Disclaimer 
All data and information in this report are provided in good faith and make no 

representation or warranty regarding its accuracy, availability, or completeness. This 

document is not intended to be operational in nature, and all agencies are responsible for 

undertaking prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery plans and/or strategies in 

their capacities.  

 

Acknowledgement 
The City of Kalamunda’s bushfire compliance season is indicative of the declaration made 

under sections 17, 18 and 33 of the Bush Fires Act 1954, Bush Fires Regulations 1954, and 

all authorisations for local government to modify such dates determined by local 

conditions. Commonly, bushfire compliance seasons across the Perth Metropolitan area 

commence each year from 1st October and conclude on 31st May the following year. 

The summary acknowledges external agencies that through their media platforms and 

documentation have contributed to expanding the context surrounding the local data 

captured for the City of Kalamunda.  
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Executive Summary 
The City of Kalamunda continued to implement its five-year Fire Hazard Assessment Plan 

2023 to 2028 this season. The program aimed at evaluating bushfire readiness on privately 

owned properties. This plan embodies a fair and equitable approach to managing bushfire 

risks, incorporating strategies to ensure both compliance and preparedness with an 

emphasis on education in the first instance. 

The Community Bush Fire Preparedness team collaborates with the community year-round, 

by attending a range of community engagement events before the commencement of the 

bushfire compliance season. 

Key outcomes and observations from the 2025/26 Fire Hazard compliance period, covering 

property assessments undertaken between 1 November 2025 and 31 March 2026, include: 

• 3,198 total assessments completed; 

• 2,576 individual properties attended; 

• 2,890 assessment outcomes requiring no further action; 

• 241 work orders were issued, comprising of 737 individual remediation items;  

• 28 infringement notices issued; and 

• 43 work orders outstanding at the close of the inspection period.   

The number of permits to burn increased from 92 to 155 with Kalamunda being the 

highest suburb for Permits being issued. 

Illegal burning incidents were seen across many suburbs this season, mainly in the foothills 

which recorded the most breaches. These areas will be considered for a more targeted 

engagement approach in burning requirements and bushfire safety. 

Lifetime variations decreased because of ongoing approvals carried over from the previous 

year, while grazing variation approvals experienced a slight increase.  
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Purpose  
The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the City of Kalamunda’s bushfire 

compliance outcomes from 1 October 2025 to 31 May 2026. This report was developed to 

expand on the City’s prior documentation by including all elements of bushfire compliance 

and efforts toward bushfire preparedness. 

 

Scope 
The report refers to specific data collected from the City’s internal corporate systems.  

  

1. Permits to burn. 

2. Illegal burns. 

3. Fire hazard assessments and the recorded outcomes 

  

Aim 
This report aims to analyse the data collected throughout the local 2025/2026 bushfire 

compliance season to develop stronger engagement plans more targeted communication 

strategies and to review compliance procedures under the authority of the Bush Fires Act 

1954 (the Act) and Bush Fires Regulations 1954. The report will also provide the City with 

valuable information to assist with reviewing processes and working through a process of 

continuous improvement.   

 

Context  
The report has been developed to align with the City’s strategic objectives (Table 1) along 

with the 2019 Lesson Management Cycle produced by the Australian Institute for Disaster 

Resilience (figure 1).  



6 

 

TABLE 1: Kalamunda Advancing Strategic Community Plan to 2031 Objectives 

 

FIGURE 1: Lessons Management Cycle (AIDR, 2019). 
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Objectives 
The City’s emergency management approach is based on the Prevention, Preparedness, 

Response, and Recovery (PPRR) model, with a strong emphasis on building bushfire-

resilient communities. 

Each year, our aim is to review and issue the Fire Hazard Reduction Notice (FHRN), in line 

with Section 33 of the Bush Fires Act 1954, by July. This timeline ensures we have enough 

time to: 

• Include the notice with the City’s annual rates and publish it in the local newspaper. 

• Deliver updated training for our Community Bushfire Preparedness Officers 

(CBPOs), helping them refresh their knowledge ahead of the bushfire compliance 

season. All CBPOs will carry out property fire hazard assessments in a fair, 

consistent, and professional manner, following the City’s established procedures. 

• Make sure all bushfire preparedness activities are aligned with City policies. These 

processes will be reviewed at the end of each season to identify any gaps and make 

necessary improvements. 

Throughout the bushfire compliance season, we are committed to applying enforcement 

measures in a fair and consistent way, in line with the Bush Fires Act 1954 and Bush Fires 

Regulations 1954. 

Outcomes 
 

Permits To Burn  

155 permits were issued, which is an increase of 68% compared to the same period last 

year. Permits to burn are required during the restricted burning period of 1 October to 30 

November and 1 April to 31 May.  

 

FIGURE 2: Burn Permits by suburb 
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Illegal Burning 

Seven reports of illegal burning were attended by City of Kalamunda Officers during the 

season. Infringements were issued in all instances of non-compliant burning. Illegal burning 

continues to be concentrated in the foothills, with High Wycombe again recording the 

highest number of offences. 

 

FIGURE 3: Illegal Burns by suburb 

 

Variations 

28 variations were approved; 

• 5 new Lifetime applications 

• 23 for Grazing 

 

FIGURE 4: Approved Variations Map 



9 

 

Fire Hazard Assessments 

Final Outcomes:  

• 3,198 Assessments completed. 

• 2,576 Individual properties attended.  

• 241 Work Orders issued. 

• 737 Items were listed in the Work Orders. 

• 28 Infringements issued. 

The City of Kalamunda has 23,340 private residential properties (2021 ABS) within the City. 

The assessments were conducted on 2,576 of these properties (11%). Officers completed 

3,198 assessments, which resulted in 241 work orders being issued for a total of 737 items 

to be remediated.  

TABLE 2 Work Order by Category  

TABLE 3: Work Order Items by Suburb  



10 

 

Officers completed follow-up assessments on the majority of properties by 31 March 2026. 

During the inspection period, 39 inspection outcomes were recorded as "Property 

Inaccessible". Through subsequent inspections and compliance activities, this number was 

reduced to 18 properties that remained inaccessible at the close of the bushfire 

compliance season. At the same time, 43 work orders remained outstanding, while 2,890 

properties had achieved compliance with the notice by the end of the bushfire compliance 

season. 

 

TABLE 4: Total of End-of-Season Assessment Status 

Note: Inspection outcomes represent individual inspection results and may include multiple inspections of the 

same property. Therefore, the number of "Property Inaccessible" outcomes may differ from the number of 

unique properties that remained inaccessible at the end of the bushfire compliance season. 

 

As per the execution of the plan, if a property remained in breach of the Notice after the 

initial work order was sent and the 21 days have passed, an infringement can be issued 

along with a further work order to action.  

A total of 28 infringements were issued due to failure to take sufficient action in response 

to work order notices.  

Property owner and/or land occupier that are issued a Section 33 Bushfire Infringement 

have the right to appeal if the reason for wanting to appeal falls under the appealable 

grounds. There were 12 appeals this season with only one being successful leaving 11 

infringements valid.   
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FIGURE 5: Map of all Inspections for 2025/2026 
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Breakdown by Zone and Suburb 

Rural Eastern District 
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Foothills  

 

Escarpment
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FIGURE 6: Assessments by Suburbs 

FIGURE 7: Outcome of All Assessment 
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Preseason engagement: 

 

The City continued to focus on proactive bushfire preparedness through a range of 

community engagement and education initiatives delivered prior to the commencement of 

the Fire Hazard Reduction Notice compliance period. 

Community Bushfire Preparedness Officers attended 14 community engagement events 

throughout the season, including the Kalamunda Garden Festival, Kalamunda Night 

Markets, Kalamunda Show, Bushfire Ready Group Street Meets and After the Fire: 

Community Check-in events. These activities provided opportunities for residents to discuss 

bushfire preparedness, understand their obligations under the Fire Hazard Reduction 

Notice and access bushfire safety resources, including information booklets and 

educational material. 

In addition to community engagement activities, officers offered free pre-season residential 

property walkthroughs to assist landowners in identifying and addressing potential fire 

hazards before the compliance period commenced. During the lead-up to the bushfire 

compliance season, officers conducted 28 private residential property walkthroughs, 

providing property-specific advice and guidance on meeting the requirements of the Fire 

Hazard Reduction Notice. 

Of the 28 properties that received a pre-season walkthrough: 

• 15 properties were reassessed during the compliance period; 

• 14 properties were compliant at their first fire hazard assessment; 

• 1 property received enforcement action following subsequent inspections; and 

• 1 property was inaccessible during the initial assessment. 

These initiatives form part of the City's broader commitment to supporting landowners 

through education and engagement, with an emphasis on achieving voluntary compliance 

before enforcement measures become necessary. 

 

Fire Hazard Reduction Notice 

The Fire Hazard Reduction Notice (the Notice) is gazetted in the State Government Gazette 

and posted with the rates notice each year. The notice is available on the City’s website, City 

libraries and published in the local newspaper. City officers also leave a copy of the Notice 

in a door hanger if they attend a property and no one is onsite at the time of inspection.  
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CHART 6 2025/2026 Fire Hazard Reduction Notice 
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Measure of Achievement 
Overall, a high level of compliance was observed across all properties assessed during the 

season. Compliance rates have remained consistently strong year-on-year, reaching 90.4% 

by the conclusion of the season. This outcome reflects the significant efforts undertaken by 

officers during the pre-season, including participation in community engagement events 

and the delivery of private property walkthroughs, which have contributed to improved 

awareness and understanding of bushfire mitigation responsibilities among landowners. 

The successful implementation of the five-year Fire Hazard Assessment Plan demonstrates 

the City’s commitment to the systematic identification, assessment, and mitigation of 

bushfire risks on privately owned land. This program has been instrumental in 

strengthening the City’s overall bushfire preparedness and in fostering a safer environment 

for residents. 

Through the ongoing delivery of regular bushfire assessments, the City has proactively 

identified potential fire hazards and ensured that landowners are informed of their 

obligations to manage fuel loads and mitigate risk on their properties. Improved 

compliance outcomes, supported by a balanced approach encompassing education, 

community engagement, and enforcement, highlight the effectiveness of the program. 

Where required, the issuance of work orders for non-compliant properties has reinforced 

the City’s proactive and consistent regulatory approach, ensuring that necessary hazard 

reduction works are completed within required timeframes. 

The City will continue to prioritise education and preparedness initiatives as a key 

component of its community engagement strategy. By promoting awareness and 

encouraging responsible fire management practices, the City aims to empower residents 

with the knowledge and tools necessary to effectively reduce bushfire risk. 

The success of these initiatives will be measured through key performance indicators, 

including increased community awareness, higher levels of participation in bushfire 

preparedness programs, and demonstrates changes in behaviour relating to fire safety 

practices. 

In addition to individual property preparedness, the City’s approach emphasises 

collaboration with key stakeholders, including local emergency services, landowners, and 

community groups. Strengthening partnerships and promoting open communication will 

support a coordinated and effective response to bushfire risk. 

Ultimately, success will be reflected in the City’s ability to proactively manage bushfire 

hazards, enhance community resilience, and maintain high levels of compliance with fire 

safety standards. These ongoing efforts contribute to reducing the potential risk and impact 

of bushfires on community, built, economic and natural environment, supporting a safer 

and more fire-resilient City. 

-END 


