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Community Responses and Submissions in Full 
How did respondents rate the Draft Plan 

What respondents thought of the Draft Plan 

My thoughts on the City of Kalamunda’s Draft Climate Change Action Plan 
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Other Concerns 
*Note: Text has been 
included with edits as 
provided. Where no 
response, the entry has 
been deleted. 

 The targets are reasonably good: i.e., 40% 
emission reduction by 2030 from 2020 ‘carbon 
footprint’ baseline, and the ‘carbon neutral’ 
(net zero) target by 2035.  (N.B. A target 
alignment with the Federal Government’s 
‘floor, not a ceiling’ 43% emission reduction by 
2030 is suggested below, under Q3.) 
 
The plan acknowledges the impacts of Climate 
Change are due to human activities increasing 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from fossil 
fuels, our collective vulnerabilities to it, and 
proposes ways to address them. It identifies 
commendable actions, including those to:  
 
Improve efficiency of street lighting and other 
items/measures to reduce energy use 
Build a City Solar Farm and increase use of 
renewable electricity 
Carry out a conversion of the City’s passenger 
and heavy vehicle fleet to electric 
Offer education through ‘Switch your Thinking” 
about how people can reduce their own carbon 
footprint 
Acknowledge the serious issues from waste 
disposal due to the release of Methane, which 
is a very powerful greenhouse gas. 
Increase tree and vegetation cover in the City 
and parks, and to design public spaces with 
more shade 
Investigate opportunities to include minimum 
sustainability standards for developments 
within the Local Planning Scheme so they 
exceed existing regulatory requirements.  
Promote ‘Sustainable design’ with a design a 
sustainability design verification statement/ 
assessment as a requirement for planning 
applications  
Investigate regulatory barriers that prevent 
Grey Water re-use in the City, and if these can 
be overcome, promote this to residents 
Increase funding for natural resource 
management 
Consolidate the City’s direction to reduce 
energy use and increase the use of electricity 
from renewable sources 
Introduce SMS warning systems 
Involves the City of Kalamunda, Residents and 
businesses     
The City will also advocate for actions by the 
State and Commonwealth  
 

1 The key areas are covered 
 

 Good to see some positive proposed action, 
but all subject to funding. Seems more 
assessments and less doing  
 

2 The actions are actual projects instead 
of a list of bureaucratic 'tools' that will be 
used to deliver the stated goals. 
 

 1. In short, this Draft Plan is a great start but it 
needs more detail on timelines, financing, 
reporting/review mechanisms and allocations 
of responsibility. I am relieved that SMART 
targets for actions will be included in the final 
plan but disappointed they are not there 
already. 
2. The City is also missing an opportunity to 
highlight the many specific actions addressing 
climate change to which it is already 
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committed. Currently these actions are 
scattered in a range of other strategies, 
programs and policies. It makes sense to 
include them all in this one key document, 
thereby reinforcing the City’s stated desire to 
3be seen as a leader in the climate change 
s4pace. In fact, their absence gives the Draft 
Pl5an a lightweight feel. These various actions 
cou6ld be easily added in the appropriate 
focus7 area of this Draft Plan. Some examples 
are dis8cussed in more detail below.  
3. There9 is good work in this Draft Plan but it 
is surprisi10ng to learn it was developed 
without cons11ulting the EMRC or WALGA. 
Both organisati12ons have readily available 
climate action pla13nning tools and templates 
that would have bee14n of benefit and have 
saved much work (wal15ga.asn.au/policy-
advice-and-advocacy/environment/climate-
change/templates-and-tools.aspx).  
 
What I Like: 
• Very pleased that clear targets have been set 
for becoming carbon neutral (City of 
Kalamunda (Council) achieves a 40% 
reduction in its own carbon footprint by 2030 
and become carbon neutral by 2035 based on 
a 2020 baseline of its carbon footprint).  
• Love the actions for the City in the Carbon 
Footprint focus area, especially the planned 
move to electric vehicles for both passenger 
and heavy vehicle fleets. This will provide 
direct long term economic benefits to City in 
reduced fuel expenditure and maintenance 
costs, in addition to helping the City become 
carbon-neutral. 
• Appreciate the identification of four key 
audiences and the clear targeting of actions for 
each group. 
 

3 It is very local, covering the risks we are 
already facing. It is very forward-looking 
and systematic so that some things will 
be quite achievable. It looks realistically 
at our future. 
 

 Climate change is all part of WEF agenda for 
depopulation and to control the world, clearly 
I've done my research and can see past the 
BS. although I don't know every single detail in 
regards to it, let's just say I'm sceptical. Some 
bits I agree on and some I don't!!!  
 

4 It appears fairly comprehensive and 
addresses areas for different groups in 
and around the Kalamunda area. Having 
attended a brainstorming meeting for 
this last year, it appears to have covered 
a lot of points that were raised at that 
meeting by residents. 
 

 The targets are reasonably good: i.e., 40% 
emission reduction by 2030 from 2020 ‘carbon 
footprint’  
baseline, and the ‘carbon neutral’ (net zero) 
target by 2035. 
The plan acknowledges the impacts of Climate 
Change are due to human activities increasing  
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from fossil 
fuels, our collective vulnerabilities to it, and 
proposes  
ways to address them. It identifies 
commendable actions, including those to:  
• Improve efficiency of street lighting and other 
items/measures to reduce energy use 
• Build a City Solar Farm and increase use of 
renewable electricity 
• Carry out a conversion of the City’s 
passenger and heavy vehicle fleet to electric 
• Offer education through ‘Switch your 
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Thinking” about how people can reduce their 
own  
carbon footprint 
• Acknowledge the serious issues from waste 
disposal due to the release of Methane, which 
is  
a very powerful greenhouse gas. 
• Increase tree and vegetation cover in the City 
and parks, and to design public spaces with  
more shade 
5• Investigate opportunities to include 
minimum sustainability standards for 
developments  
within the Local Planning Scheme so they 
exceed existing regulatory requirements.  
• Promote ‘Sustainable design’ with a design a 
sustainability design verification statement/  
assessment as a requirement for planning 
applications  
• Investigate regulatory barriers that prevent 
Grey Water re-use in the City, and if these can 
be  
overcome, promote this to residents 
• Increase funding for natural resource 
management 
• Consolidate the City’s direction to reduce 
energy use and increase the use of electricity 
from  
renewable sources 
• Introduce SMS warning systems 
• Involves the City of Kalamunda, Residents 
and businesses  
• The City will also advocate for actions by the 
State and Commonwealth 
 

5 not much.. Its a plan for a plan - there is 
actually no plan here for the city to do 
anything, except develop a plan - maybe 
bring this back when there is actually a 
plan? 
 

  

6 I like that you've broken it down into 
audience groups, as it helps to 
demonstrate who is accountable for 
what action. w  
 

  

7   It seems to comprehensively cover the general 
topic. 
 

8   I like the way the plan is structured - it is 
divided into parts, of each which is important.  
 

9 What I don't like, is lack of tangible 
changes/improvments to get to target.  
The plan is mostly centred around 
educating the general public, and the 
city, is only to adopt SMART plans  
 

  

10 Immediate refusal of any type of fossil 
fuels. 
High taxation for the supermarket who 
are still using non biodegradable, single-
use packaging. 

 I like the very clear statement about the need 
for action, and the way the plan is laid out. 
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Better access to gardening and 
gardening/composting/upcycling  
Some good ideas but to many letout 
statements eg subject to funding and 
where possible. Not good enough. 
workshop amongst the community. 
 

11 - Only that there is a a Plan. 
- The preamble is excellent 
 

 Some good ideas but to many letout 
statements eg subject to funding and where 
possible. Not good enough. 
 

12 Whereas the plan covers most bases 
there is potential to increase focus and 
opportunities around renewable sources 
within the plan.   
 

 Nothing - it's nonsense. Who would fall for 
such a stupid scam. As if we can change the 
weather, it has changed since time began. 
 

13 The targets are reasonably good: i.e., 
the 40% emission reduction by 2030  
from 2020 ‘carbon footprint’ baseline; 
and the ‘carbon neutral’ (net zero) target 
by 2035.  
 

 It sounds good in theory but what’s the point if 
nearly everything is subject to Funding’? I also 
think the COK are very hypocritical in their 
comments on environmentally sensitive 
development. They are quite happy to turn the 
town into a concrete pad with old houses and 
gardens being razed to the ground. The plots 
are then stuffed with myriad buildings, no room 
for trees or gardens and people are parking on 
the streets. How is this greening the city? 
 

14 The focus on sustainability and better 
waste management 
 

 Focus on greening of urban areas, waste 
management and water action plan 
 

15 It looks at the impact on our community 
and nucleates a response. 
 

 I like that it includes all the activities of 
residents and the city.  I liekt that it is short.  
Additionally it appears to have considered that 
State Govt will be doing something and so 
does not try to create action in this space.  
Well focused on local issues 
 

 The City of Kalamunda is finally going to 
make some changes. 
 

 The plan is a good start with fair targets and 
commendable actions identified across a 
range of areas, the targets should be clearly 
identified as minimum to be achieved. Thank 
you for displaying leadership in creating a 
Climate Change Action Plan. The explanation 
of Climate Change was very clear.  
 

 Residents being more active in waste 
management plan eg. compost bins in 
residential areas and the possibility of a 
local recycling business. 
 

 The City of Kalamunda’s (City’s) draft Climate 
Change Action Plan is welcome and a good 
start, but it needs further specific details and 
actions. 
 
I also think that the targets are reasonably 
good: i.e., 40% emission reduction by 2030 
from 2020 ‘carbon footprint’ baseline, and the 
‘carbon neutral’ (net zero) target by 2035.  
(N.B. A target alignment with the Federal 
Government’s ‘floor, not a ceiling’ 43% 
emission reduction by 2030 is suggested 
below, under Q3.) 
 
The plan acknowledges the impacts of Climate 
Change are due to human activities increasing 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from fossil 
fuels, our collective vulnerabilities to it, and 
proposes ways to address them. It identifies 
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commendable actions, including those to:  
 
• Improve efficiency of street lighting and other 
items/measures to reduce energy use 
• Build a City Solar Farm and increase use of 
renewable electricity 
• Carry out a conversion of the City’s 
passenger and heavy vehicle fleet to electric 
• Offer education through ‘Switch your 
Thinking” about how people can reduce their 
own carbon footprint 
• Acknowledge the serious issues from waste 
disposal due to the release of Methane, which 
is a very powerful greenhouse gas. 
• Increase tree and vegetation cover in the City 
and parks, and to design public spaces with 
more shade 
• Investigate opportunities to include minimum 
sustainability standards for developments 
within the Local Planning Scheme so they 
exceed existing regulatory requirements.  
• Promote ‘Sustainable design’ with a design a 
sustainability design verification statement/ 
assessment as a requirement for planning 
applications  
• Investigate regulatory barriers that prevent 
Grey Water re-use in the City, and if these can 
be overcome, promote this to residents 
• Increase funding for natural resource 
management 
• Consolidate the City’s direction to reduce 
energy use and increase the use of electricity 
from renewable sources 
• Introduce SMS warning systems 
• Involves the City of Kalamunda, Residents 
and businesses     
• The City will also advocate for actions by the 
State and Commonwealth  
  
 

 Not enough specific targets and action 
 

  

 It acknowledges the problem and the 
need to make everyone aware of it. 
  
 

 Council adopts an intent to achieve a 40% 
reduction in its own 
carbon footprint by 2030 and become carbon 
neutral by 2035  
based on a 2020 baseline of its carbon 
footprint 
 

 Having more greenery around the area 
by planting trees etc 
 

 There are some definite, measurable targets in 
it. And it divides up the areas of the City's most 
realistic responses to climate change into 
manageable sections. 
 

 I like that there is an action plan. It's a 
good start 
 

 Having an action plan with emission reduction 
targets and dates should be applauded.   
 

 That there even is one. A good step in 
the right direction !!!!! 
 

 Plan to plant more trees...this makes sense. 
More trees and access to shaded green 
spaces will reduce the impact of the 
oppressive summers  
 

 It’s written with plan to implement. I 
hope it is actually implemented  
 

 1. This is a good start: 40% reduction in its 
own carbon footprint by 2030 and become 
carbon neutral by 2035 based on a 2020 
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baseline of its carbon footprint. Now that the 
Govt has increased its target maybe the City 
could follow. 
2. This is important: The City aims to support 
residents, businesses, and the community in 
their own efforts in reducing their carbon 
footprint. 
3. Yes to this: Sustainable development can 
contribute toward Reduced urban heat island 
effect and healthier homes and communities. 
Yes build energy efficient homes built to 
withstand extremes of heat and cold and to 
collect water. 
 

 It acknowledges the problem  
 

 Initiatives around waste, in particular working 
with local businesses on waste collection 
arrangements whereby food waste can be 
processed into compost. 
Acknowledgement of Climate change and 
efforts to become Carbon Neutral by 2035   
The City will actively pursue achievement its 
Climate Change Action Plan to address risk 
to the environment, economy, infrastructure, 
and community health, safety and wellbeing 
in the City of Kalamunda, brought on by 
Climate Change. 
 

   Educating about bushfire and storm safety and 
preparedness. Protecting bush land. 
 

 It’s a start. It acknowledges that climate 
change is real and urgent and human 
driven.  
 

 It takes a clear stand that climate change is a 
problem requiring action. 
 

 It has a narrow vision of the future and 
at least it is pro active. So much more to 
do though. Talking about waste, 
sustainable issues and being more 
efficient in the use of resources to 
reduce carbon is all obvious vote 
grabbing piecemeal issues. Superficial 
mental exercise to coat the issues 
without real substance being addressed. 
 
Climate change is really a result of 
changing our environment, that mostly 
includes clearing our forest, building 
houses, permitting more gravel mines 
allover the place that are spreading 
uncontrolled dieback and so much more. 
The closer the Shire area is to what it 
was many decades ago the better - 
better being less impact on the global 
distribution of energy and water. 
 
The core issues of climate change is not 
only higher CO2, but the fact that the 
high pressure belts are moving further 
south. Geraldton has Carnarvon's 
weather, Perth has Geraldton's etc. This 
is occurring because the energy that 
drives the climate systems (Hadley 

  

Public Agenda Briefing Forum 14 February 2023 Attachments Attachment 10.2.2.2

City of Kalamunda 567



30 
 

cells)  is altered by the larger "concrete 
footprint." 
 
We need to reduce the footprint for 
houses ( build less),  reduce clearing, 
the encouragement of carbon absorbing 
activities, reforestation, planting trees, 
valuing the water we have, living with 
less use of power and over consumption 
of resources is the real issues.  To 
discuss "climate change" and then 
permit more houses to be built is just 
hypocritical and myopic. Over population 
associated with urban sprawl is the 
fundamental issues. To discuss being 
more efficient with our ever increasing 
waste is a bit silly and not even a 
bandaid. 
 
Simultaneously, this conflicts with the 
inherent desire to increase the security 
of public servant jobs by expanding the 
number of rate payers to get more 
money so council workers get more pay 
with more employees.  Yet these are the 
very people in charge of the process. 
 
In brief, the people writing the plan have 
not addressed the real issues. They are 
serving their own interests. How about 
reducing the number of people in the 
Shire ? How about increasing intensity 
of living, reducing urban sprawl and 
planting more trees ?  
 

 It exists 
 

 The actions of providing information for 
residents. 
 

 It advocates for reasonable 
sustainability and careful thought about 
our individual waste. 
 

 Covers broad array of initiatives…. 
 

   The targets are reasonably good: i.e., 40% 
emission reduction by 2030 from 2020 ‘carbon 
footprint’ baseline, and the ‘carbon neutral’ 
(net zero) target by 2035. 
The plan acknowledges the impacts of Climate 
Change are due to human activities increasing 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from fossil 
fuels, our collective vulnerabilities to it, and 
proposes ways to address them. It identifies 
commendable actions, including those to: 
• Improve efficiency of street lighting and other 
items/measures to reduce energy use 
• Build a City Solar Farm and increase use of 
renewable electricity 
• Carry out a conversion of the City’s 
passenger and heavy vehicle fleet to electric 
• Offer education through ‘Switch your 
Thinking” about how people can reduce their 
own carbon footprint 
• Acknowledge the serious issues from waste 
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disposal due to the release of Methane, which 
is a very powerful greenhouse gas. 
• Increase tree and vegetation cover in the City 
and parks, and to design public spaces with 
more shade 
• Investigate opportunities to include minimum 
sustainability standards for developments 
within the Local Planning Scheme so they 
exceed existing regulatory requirements. 
• Promote ‘Sustainable design’ with a 
sustainability design verification 
statement/assessment as a requirement for 
planning applications 
• Investigate regulatory barriers that prevent 
Grey Water re-use in the City, and if these can 
be overcome, promote this to residents 
• Increase funding for natural resource 
management 
• Consolidate the City’s direction to reduce 
energy use and increase the use of electricity 
from renewable sources 
• Introduce SMS warning systems 
• Involves the City of Kalamunda, Residents 
and businesses 
• The City will also advocate for actions by the 
State and Commonwealth  
 

    

 brocken down and easy to understand.  
 

 I like that you are planning to offer electric car 
charging stations, and that you are planning to 
use green electrical energy and transition to 
electric cars.   Similarly, I'm glad you are 
addressing sustainable development and seek 
to constrain the destruction of native bush land 
(at least that's what I understood you were 
intimating)   
 

 The City has finally started to get 
involved, at least in 'planning' for 
change. 
 

 How it is laid out. 
 

 Promoting ways to improve everyday 
way of life in reducing waste and energy 
consumption 
 

 Good categories that need addressing... e.g. 
housing design, waste management, 
sustainable landscapes 
 

 It is wide ranging and covers relevant 
areas 
 

 Not Much but its format was easy to scan-
read. 
 

 I am glad the CoK has taken the time to 
draft a climate change action plan. I feel 
that the targets are reasonably good ie 
40% emission reduction by 2030 from 
2020 'carbon footprint' baseline, and the 
carbon neutral target of 2035. I like that 
the the plan acknowledges the impacts 
of Climate Change are due to human 
activities increasing Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) emissions from fossil fuels, our 
collective vulnerabilities to it, and 
proposes ways to address them. It 
identifies commendable actions, 
including those to: 
• Improve efficiency of street lighting and 

 Kalamunda Council has recognised the 
Climate Emergency and the need for a plan to 
address it. 
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other items/measures to reduce energy 
use 
• Build a City Solar Farm and increase 
use of renewable electricity 
• Carry out a conversion of the City’s 
passenger and heavy vehicle fleet to 
electric 
• Offer education through ‘Switch your 
Thinking” about how people can reduce 
their own 
carbon footprint 
• Acknowledge the serious issues from 
waste disposal due to the release of 
Methane, which is 
a very powerful greenhouse gas. 
• Increase tree and vegetation cover in 
the City and parks, and to design public 
spaces with 
more shade 
• Investigate opportunities to include 
minimum sustainability standards for 
developments 
within the Local Planning Scheme so 
they exceed existing regulatory 
requirements. 
• Promote ‘Sustainable design’ with a 
design a sustainability design 
verification statement/ 
assessment as a requirement for 
planning applications 
• Investigate regulatory barriers that 
prevent Grey Water re-use in the City, 
and if these can be 
overcome, promote this to residents 
• Increase funding for natural resource 
management 
• Consolidate the City’s direction to 
reduce energy use and increase the use 
of electricity from 
Less waste to landfill. 
 
renewable sources 
• Introduce SMS warning systems 
• Involves the City of Kalamunda, 
Residents and businesses 
• The City will also advocate for actions 
by the State and Commonwealth 
 

 Clear actions and responsibilities for 
different interest groups outlined.  
 

 Less waste to landfill. 
 

 The targets are quite good. There are a 
lot of commendable action suggested, I 
like these ones:  
 
Improve efficiency of street lighting and 
other items/measures to reduce energy 
use 
• Build a City Solar Farm and increase 

 It is relatively easy to read by being set out 
clearly. 
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use of renewable electricity 
• Carry out a conversion of the City’s 
passenger and heavy vehicle fleet to 
electric 
• Offer education through ‘Switch your 
Thinking” about how people can reduce 
their own 
carbon footprint 
• Acknowledge the serious issues from 
waste disposal due to the release of 
Methane, which is 
a very powerful greenhouse gas. 
• Increase tree and vegetation cover in 
the City and parks, and to design public 
spaces with 
more shade 
• Investigate opportunities to include 
minimum sustainability standards for 
developments 
within the Local Planning Scheme so 
they exceed existing regulatory 
requirements. 
• Promote ‘Sustainable design’ with a 
design a sustainability design 
verification statement/ 
assessment as a requirement for 
planning applications 
• Investigate regulatory barriers that 
prevent Grey Water re-use in the City, 
and if these can be 
overcome, promote this to residents 
• Increase funding for natural resource 
management 
• Consolidate the City’s direction to 
reduce energy use and increase the use 
of electricity from 
renewable sources 
• Introduce SMS warning systems 
• Involves the City of Kalamunda, 
Residents and businesses 
• The City will also advocate for actions 
by the State and Commonwealth  
 

 Improve efficiency of street lighting and 
other items/measures to reduce energy 
use 
Build a City Solar Farm and increase 
use of renewable electricity 
Carry out a conversion of the City’s 
passenger and heavy vehicle fleet to 
electric 
Offer education through ‘Switch your 
Thinking” about how people can reduce 
their own  
carbon footprint 
Acknowledge the issues from waste 
disposal due to the release of Methane 
Emission reduction targets 
 

 It has covered many issues that are of concern 
to us in these times and as a community. If 
some of the outcomes outlined in the draft plan 
are implemented, such as reduction in carbon, 
sustaining natural vegetation etc it will be great  
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 It covers many areas in which carbon 
emissions can be improved.  
The target of net zero carbon emissions 
by 2035 is great.  
 

 Very broad and allowing for newer options. 
Simple reading, however would prefer a simple 
and more detailed plan. 
 

 Clear achievable goals  
 

 It identifies some important points and is a 
good start but needs more specific details and 
actions. I like the 40% emission reduction by 
2030 and net zero target by 2035. It sets out 
sets out some good ways in which the city can 
move towards these targets and 
acknowledges the way that human activities 
contribute to climate change.  
 

 The best thing I can say about it is at 
least you’re doing something.  
 

  

 The fact that the City of Kalamunda has 
released a draft, despite it being 20 
years overdue. 

  

 

What respondents would change in the Draft Plan 

 ***INSERT OVERVIEW OF RESPONSES 

Re
sp

on
de

nt
s 

Other Concerns 
*Note: Text has been included with edits as provided. 
Where no response, the entry has been deleted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Re
sp

on
de

nt
s 

Throw it in the bin and stop wasting time and 
money on nonsense 
 

 

This is not an action plan.  It is a wish list.  
Commitments need to be specific, measurable, 
actionable, resourced (or a pathway to resourcing set 
out), and targeted.  There is very little accountability 
or clarity about what will happen when.  The first thing 
I would do is establish a climate mitigation and 
adaptation fund with an annual commitment to it from 
general revenue and then prioritise spending the fund 
on projects that reduce operating costs (LED lights, 
solar panels, batteries) and then require savings to be 
directed into the fund in addition to the annual 
allocation to grow the capacity of the fund to fund 
further savings, revenue generation and ultimately 
climate priorities with no direct financial returns.  
These include reducing the cost of doing business 
and living in Kalamunda through saving energy 
(reduced water pumping, insulation, household solar 
rebates, etc.).  Start with a funding allocation that can 
be sustained and then be commercial about it.  
Finally, firewall these revenues from other uses. 
 

 Commit to targets instead of using the copout 
of ‘’subject to funding’ 
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It lacks KPIs and check points that will indicate if the 
City is tracking towards its stated targets or not. It also 
lacks information on how it will mitigate key risks. 
 
Why is FOGO taking so long to implement? What is 
the solar farm? The document should reduce the 
amount of assumed knowledge. 
 

 There is a lack of a city wide initiative to 
support diverting green waste from landfill. 
With increased urban density composting and 
worm farms will be unlikely to be popular with 
those living in high density setting such as 
units and apartments. There should be 
consideration for a city wide green waste 
initiative tat gives higher density residents the 
option to have a green waste/compost bin that 
is managed by the council. Phillip Island in Vic 
does this had can manage kitchen 
scraps/household food waste with their green 
waste. 
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The wording is very cautious in  terms of time frames. 
I know this is ratepayers money you are talking about 
but....And the EV charging stations in City-owned 
carparks. I can't think of one. Please respond. 
 

 I would put numbers against each action as it 
would make feedback and future reference 
easier. 
 
I am not sure about using managed aquifer 
recharge.  Although popular with water corp, it 
does seem to miss the fact that pumping water 
into an aquifer will necessarily change the 
mineral content of the water and most likely 
the micro-organisms, particularly given the 
water is often not treated to a potable level and 
will be introducing certain new chemical 
compounds into the soil and environment.  
Additionally more and water will come from 
desal as there is a big ocean out there and it is 
cheap to desalinate it.   THis is a preferable 
option to sucking our aquifers dry.  AND in the 
long run basically water Corp and govt will 
make decisions on water source options based 
on cost and probably also environmental 
consideration. I think the focus on MAR is 
misguided and could potentially cost the city a 
lot of money.   
 
Moving away from irrigated parklands - 
although very popular with water corp and 
some parts of the media - is not really 
supported in the literature when it comes to 
community well being.   Green spaces are very 
important for our health as a community - 
taking these away does have a cost. There is 
a lot of bushland already in CoK but not too 
many irrigated parks.  Our block sizes are also 
getting smaller meaning these spaces are 
becoming increasingly more important.  Keep 
them,  These spaces are important areas for 
recreation for those you identified as those 
most vulnerable such as the young and the 
elderly.  Please leave these spaces for our 
community.  Water can be saved in greater 
qualities through other areas of water supply 
such as commercial consumers and pipe 
leakage - again these are water corp issues,   
That said the focus to improve water use 
efficiency is very sensible. 
 
I think there is one issues missing in the first 
section and that is the increase in vector 
bourne diseases resulting from changes in 
weather ie mosquito bourne diseases.  You 
already do a lot in this area - including that this 
work is ongoing in your strategy would be a 
great idea. 
 
Also what about improving the walkability and 
cyclabity of the city to increase the use of 
alternative modes of transport. 
 
For bushfires - I must admit I am not sure how 
we get told about this stuff.  It seems there is 
some kind of horn that goes off occasionally - 
is this to tell us to get out of here.  I have also 
subscribed to your sms service but it really 
does depend on whether my phone has 
reception if I find out.  Does this tell me there is 
a bush fire?  Given the patchy mobile 
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reception up here, maybe an additional 
communication tool could be investigated.  Not 
sure what this would be, 
 
It would be great if as a part of this plan there 
could be inclusion of an action that the City 
takes on an active bush fire risk reduction 
program in its public open 
spaces/parks/bushland areas. 
 
One of my bug bears with the State legislation 
on bush fires is that it requires me t clear to a 
certain radius around my house, but my 
neighbour could have highly flammable trees 
that are within this radius of my house but are 
required to do nothing. In my last house, it 
would not have mattered what we did as the 
neighbours tree was right on the fence line and 
our house was one meter from the fence line.   
It would be fantastic if the CoK could provide 
feedback to State Govt that fire risk does not 
stop at a boundary fence and that the zone 
should have an obligation for a neighbour to 
clear to the required radius around a residence 
even if it is not a residence on their property. 
 
Maybe the City could considered asking the 
State Govt to prioritise deep sewerage up here 
in the hills as our septics do pollute our rivers.  
ALso underground power would be useful to 
reduce bushfire risk so lobbying state govt 
about this would be great as well. 
 
___________________ 
I Love the focus on emissions reduction and 
energy efficiency in buildings and transport for 
the city.  A few more detailed comments are 
below. 
 
Solar farms are a very interesting concept as I 
have often heard it said that they go places 
where nothing else is going on.  What about 
hte plants and critters that live there?  The soil 
that will be disturbed?  The value of place?  
They are pretty ugly and big.  A solar farm idea 
that would be great is using space that has 
already been disrupted, has no chance of 
rehab but is unused - like rooftops!  Don't do a 
big ugly thing that destroys our special spaces.  
Use the building and space that are already 
disrupted.  Is this idea a State got one or a 
council one?  Maybe wait and see what things 
are like once the cap and trade system is in 
place federally?  So saying battery storage - 
when it becomes a little more affordable could 
be a great idea. 
 
An inclusion for the residents bit about 
reducing emissions could be to have planning 
guidelines that encourage energy efficiency for 
new buildings - a bit like the bush fire regs 
require some thought of bush fire risk for new 
buildings. 
 
LED street lights are a great idea as this gives 
the CoK a chance to review the street lights.  
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There are so darn many around my house that 
I have more light pollution here than I did when 
I was living inner city.  And I wish I was 
exaggerating with this statement but I am not, 
Please reduce the number of street lights!  
THis is something you could do now and save 
money and resident sanity.  Some roads have 
hardly any and we have one every 20 meters.  
We dont need lights in our house at night as 
there is so much flooding in from the streets.  
And I know it is slightly different but there is a 
need to think about the well being benefits to 
residents of reducing light pollution (bring back 
dark skies).  When thinking about street lights 
it would be great if the light coming from the 
bulbs was directed at the roads and the 
footpaths rather than just radiating 
everywhere. 
 
Please don't talk about climate neutrality.  The 
main game here is avoiding and reducing 
emissions.  Tree and soil carbon are a 
distraction from this.  Bear in mind the 
Commonwealth is talking about a cap and 
trade program to meet the 43% emission 
reduction target so there will be pressure on 
businesses in the longer term to reduce 
emissions.   
 
For the Council I would err on this side of 
caution before committing to a n=bunch of 
activiites to become 'carbon neutral' until you 
see the design rules of the fed govt cap and 
trade scheme.  Anything that you do for 
emission reduction you would want recognised 
through this scheme, 
 
Please only do electric vehicles.  Hydrogen is 
a distraction and is not as clean as renewable 
energy.   
 
Tree planting is a really good idea for lots of 
reasons, however please dont have the focus 
on sequestration, but rather biodiveristy and 
environmental outcomes as you will have 
different tree species planted when chasing to 
maximise sequestration.  Although I do hate 
this idea of carbon neutrality.  The main game 
is to reduce and avoid emissions.  WE will run 
out of sequestration options if we dont as we 
only have a limited amount of land.  Save the 
sequestration for emissions that can not be 
reduced any other way. 
 
Again I caution that if choosing to do some 
kind of sequestration activity check to see how 
it will fit into the national scheme and the 
sequestration rues surrounding these. 
_________________________________ 
Waste management does have an important 
role but please- no more bins. More waste 
disposal volume = more waste. There has got 
be a different way.  
 
Reducing waste could be encouraged through 
a smaller green bin AND a smaller yellow bin 
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and a charge to residents - if they have more 
waste- that they pay each week - maybe you 
could buy a bigger bin for the year or bin bags 
from the City when you need them that is cost 
reflective.  THis will increase awareness of the 
importance of reducing waste, MAybe some 
info on how recycled waste is used that is 
collected from the City.  There is a general 
feeling that at the moment almost nothing is 
being recycled anyway - so maybe jsut a 
smaller green bin, and only one - would be the 
best strategy for reducing waste overall.   
 
It would be great if the shire also had a 
program encouraging the community to leave 
all excess packaging at the supermarkets.    
 
What are the main emissions from waste for 
the city - is it the collection and disposal costs?  
Methane is generated from landfill but is this 
the responsibility of the Council or someone 
else.  Maybe advocating the someone else to 
have emissions avoidance or minimisation 
prgrams in pace - although this will likely be 
captured in any future cap and trade scheme. 
 
Do worm farms and composting bins make 
any difference to emissions?  Are you better 
off with FOGO with a centralised process that 
is more efficient and therefore likely less 
emissions intensive? 
___________________ 
Grey water reuse - hurrah what a great idea.  I 
would steer clear in the first instance of having 
it go into the home given all the issues with 
this.  But grey water for garden reuse - what a 
great idea.  And septics that do this with black 
water should be a requirement if they aren't 
already. 
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None that I can think of. 
 

 The plan would be much stronger if the 
urgency of the situation were to be recognised 
and translated into definite actions rather than 
"explorations" and plans to "develop" 
strategies. Timelines and delivery dates need 
to identified in detail. 
It would be useful if the plan included some 
baseline data ie where does the shire sit now 
on emissions, energy, environment and waste. 
Graphics would help the community 
understand. 
Kalamunda, as a key part of the Perth Hills - 
the lungs of Perth, is recognised as an area of 
high environmental importance. This natural 
environment that we all value will be severely 
impacted by climate change and swift action 
needs to be taken to minimise impact and 
protect its diversity. Some actions can be 
taken immediately and hence have an 
immediate impact - get started now on what 
we can as well as plan for later action. It is a 
climate emergency and needs to be treated as 
such. Delaying actions will only make things 
worse. 
The plan needs to be embedded into all 
aspects of the city's plans and actions. 
Education for staff as well as the wider 
community will be required. 
Greater emphasis on reducing waste to lesson 
need to recycle etc - no single use plastic etc 
Network with other councils and WALGA to 
share ideas and costs.  
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Well I'd put a plan in.. Because as ratepayers we all 
know there will be rate increases due to climate 
change now.. but no actual action and more 
microdwellings and clear felled blocks..  While 
education is admirable - the city should _lead_ and 
demonstrate how to do it 
 

 Natural Environment is a High Priority Among 
Residents 
The section in the plan titled ‘What is the 
impact on the City of Kalamunda’ needs to 
strongly emphasise that the City’s past 
community engagement over decades shows 
most residents rate the natural environment as 
the main reason we choose to live here.   
It’s important that the plan emphasises this 
because one of the biggest impacts of climate 
change is on the natural world, and therefore 
on ‘humanity’ and our lives.   
‘Urgency’ and acceleration of Mitigation of 
GHG emissions 
 
The urgency of the climate emergency needs 
to be strongly emphasised in the plan.  There 
needs to be a consideration of mitigation and 
adaptation actions which can start right away, 
including those that build on what is already in 
place. 
 
Sooner action will bring benefits sooner, as 
they will lower costs to do with energy, 
transport and damage from extreme weather.   
 
And sooner action will reduce emissions and 
improve our environment and climate 
resiliency.   
 
Recommended ‘sooner actions’ include the 
City’s increase of ‘urban forests’, reducing 
energy waste, improving energy efficiency, 
changing to 100% renewable energy 
(Greenpower and City solar farm) and 
transitioning facilities and developments to all-
electric, with an immediate transition away 
from all Methane gas use. 
 
Delaying action to reduce emissions will not 
only make adaption to climate change more 
difficult but may also make the target of 
‘carbon-neutral’ (Net Zero) more difficult from 
2030-2035. As such, the 2030 emissions 
reduction target should be changed to 50% 
reduction from 2020, or at least aligned with 
the federal target of 43%. 
 
 
Measuring Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions  
 
The plan must be clear in its assumptions 
about what emissions are to be counted, such 
as: Scopes 1, 2 and 3; and which GHG gases 
are to be counted – including their type (i.e., 
methane, Co2, Nitrous oxide etc.), their 
physical sources (such as landfill, farming, 
households etc.) and their global warming 
potential over the lifetime of each greenhouse 
gas.   
 
Embedding the plan 
The plan must be embedded into all aspects of 
the City’s strategic community and business 
plans, and its operations.   
The standard City’s budgeting processes 
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should include an associated carbon footprint 
of all expenditure items to inform all decision-
making and ensure the Carbon Budget and 
emissions Targets will be met.    
Procurement policies must include a full (link: 
Life Cycle Assessment) of any project being 
considered, to ensure alignment with the City’s 
emissions targets 
Climate risk must be embedded into risk 
management plans and their implementation, 
and regularly reported transparently.   
The plan needs greater detail on timelines and 
delivery dates, and an identification of which 
City department is responsible, budgets, and 
the plan periodic review dates.  
There needs to be a date when the ‘final’ Plan 
will be ready and budgeted to start. 
Strategies to educate the City’s operations 
staff, managers and Councillors must be 
included in the plan, in line with the priorities 
for this described in the (link: other climate 
action plans)  
 
Feedback and Evaluation  
We residents and ratepayers need to know 
how our transition is progressing, so the plan 
needs to include detailed feedback, and clearly 
define the frequency and method by which that 
feedback will be provided transparently and 
easily (publicly accessible) to the residents 
and ratepayers. 
The Plan must define how delivery on the 
goals and objectives will be monitored and 
evaluated.  
 
Resources and Tools  
The plan must reference the resources and 
knowledge sources it will access in the 
preparation of the next stage of the draft 
Climate Plan such as the (link: Mitigation and 
Adaptation tools and resources, and emission 
inventories and mitigation accounting and 
reporting resources) listed at the end of this 
paper. 
Statutory and Policy context   
It is suggested that the plan references its 
(link: Statutory and Policy context), including 
its: 
a) International, National and State Climate 
policy alignments, and the  
b) (link: City of Kalamunda polices) that align 
with its Climate Plan.   
And these policies should be reviewed to a 
schedule to consider climate change matters. 
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- Provide explanations of the timeframes for actions. 
e.g. how long is short term, medium term and long 
term. 
- Explain what SMART targets are. 
- Provide an overview or list the actions that the City 
is currently implementing to address climate change, 
so we can compare to the proposed improvements.  
 

 Much more ambitious - hard targets/KPI's that 
align with community expectations - the CoK's 
own community surveys show the community 
is seeking strong action. 
- Independent external auditing of targets. 
Focus 2: Carbon Footprint  
- soft, lacking ambition, with existing strategies 
making up 6 of the 7 actions. 
- more active public display for ways to reduce 
carbon footprint- environment expo needs to 
be locked in and not subject to cancelling each 
year through lack of CoK motivation 
- accepting that CoK cannot do it all, but it has 
a role in developing community capacity so 
that the community can implement solutions. 
Establish mentoring support for community 
groups seeking to address climate goals. 
Focus 3: Waste 
- Re-use is the more efficient than re-cycling- 
go back to kerbsite waste rather than bins 
which prevent re-use at the local level. 
Concerns about street amenity with kerbside 
collection are surely outweighed by the climate 
crises. 
- Look at providing a community hub for repair 
of appliances manned by volunteers as other 
councils have. 
- Create a location for Containers for Change 
recycling in each Cok suburb. Cok to support it 
being run by volunteers. 
Focus 4: Sustainable Development 
- Commit CoK to only build only 6star or above 
buildings- include an education aspect so that 
residents can view how to achieve it 
themselves. 
- More public education through all channels 
- Dedicated CoK team to advise/support all 
stakeholders within the CoK of how to meet 
the 4 focus areas 
 

 

  Add more measurable targets and more 
commitment to providing e.g. informational 
workshops for residents. 
 

 

There didn’t appear to be anything inplace for 
protection of current trees.  
 

 We felt that the action plan was light on actual 
details including more specific timeframes.  
Additionally, there are numerous items that are 
subject to funding, which raises concerns that 
they will not be implemented. 
 
We would also like to see a well documented 
approach in regard to which greenhouse 
gasses are being measured and any 
assumptions being made in the estimations. 
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Tangible outcomes  
 

 Changing vehicles to Electric or Hydrogen 
sounds straightforward...but infrastructure 
construction will increase carbon footprint, 
please provide a lifecycle report, including 
recycling old batteries, including where the 
hydrogen will be sourced from. 
Why not encourage commuter cycling? Lobby 
the government to increase the allowable 
speed of ebikes to 32km/hr. 
Get school kids involved in tree planting? 
The streets in High Wycombe are virtually 
devoid of trees. 
What about the use of plastic by the City of 
Kalamunda...what initiatives to reduce plastic 
use? 
 

 

I would act faster and harder  
 

 The ‘heat island effect" needs to be more 
critically considered by the immediate stopping 
of felling of mature trees both on CoK land and 
on private property. Planting new trees is NOT 
sufficient. CoK must make developers keep 
existing trees and plant wa native trees and wa 
native vegetation on their land. The amount of 
mature tree destruction around Kalamunda is 
sickening and the heat island effect will be 
disastrous if immediate remedies are not 
taken. Planting new trees is not the whole 
answer. Trees can take 200+ years to form 
tree hollows, tree hollows are essential habitat 
for a great many creatures. Mature trees also 
help keep people cool. Experience with nature 
also helps people's mental health. There is 
research showing the number of birds people 
see on a delay basis enhances happiness, this 
is essential while coping with the devastation 
climate change can bring. Also please ban 
plastic grass, it adds dreadfully to the heat 
effect and is even being linked with cancer and 
kills the microbes in the soil. It is a lose-lose-
lose situation. 
 

 

- It is not an action plan - only a strategy 
- Very vague - commits the City to almost nothing 
- No action timelines - what does short, medium and 
long term mean? 
- Badly written especially compared to other LG 
climate action plans 
 

 The plan needs greater detail on timelines and 
delivery dates, and an identification of which 
City department is responsible. The plan must 
be clear in its assumptions about what 
emissions are to be counted, their physical 
sources (such as landfill, farming, households 
etc.) and their global warming potential over 
the lifetime of each greenhouse gas.  
More focus on natural environment and 
traditional land management practices 
(burning etc).  
 

 

Switch to carbon neutral footprint is great. However, 
renewable community battery storage (such as 
adopted by other councils) and solar Street lights are 
missing from within the plan. Use of the Scott's 
reserve master plan to carer for renewables may be 
an opportunity along with the proposed community 
hub. 
 

 Expand programs increasing naturally 
occurring tree and vegetation cover in the City. 
DO IT! 
Don't use a subject to funding argument. Its a 
too convenient escape clause. 
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The urgency of the plan needs to be increased, and 
people need to be made more aware that this is a 
very current issue and needs to be addressed now. It 
also needs to focus more on exactly what residents 
can do immediately to decrease their footprint and 
help the community. This is a plan and has steps and 
should also show that residents will have access to a 
way of seeing how the plan is progressing. The 
overall plan also needs to have some more detail as 
to exactly HOW the council is planning on achieving 
some of these goals, and HOW they are planning on 
implementing some of these restrictions. 
 

 The Action Plan is based on the premise that 
CO2 emissions caused by people is the 
reason for climate change. This is very much 
contestable is the scientific arena. 
Unfortunately the City has taken the stance of 
organisations like the United Nations etc who 
have proved time and time again through 
history to be incorrect and detrimental to the 
health and well being of the worlds people. If 
the City wants to implement better 
management of resources, waste, water etc 
then they should stop using scare tactics on 
the ratepayers, like making them think they are 
going to roast to death if they don’t comply. 
They should promote a healthier way of life, 
eg. Growing your own vegetables, fruit and 
other food types.  
Regarding a solar farm for the city. This has 
been proven highly unsuccessful on a large 
scale. Take Germany as an example. They set 
up huge wind farms and solar farms and 
started shutting down fossil fuel based energy 
systems. However, when the sun isn’t shining 
(at least 50% of the year) the solar is 
ineffective, when the wind isn’t blowing (most 
of the year then wind power is ineffective, let 
alone an eye sore and noise pollution on the 
landscape. When these systems in Germany 
failed to provide the electricity needs during 
the colder months they had to restart the fossil 
fuel systems again at a much greater cost to 
the residents and climate rather than leaving it 
ticking along. 
 

 

  The title "Mayor's Forward" should be changed 
to "Mayor's Foreword" - unless you mean that 
the Mayor is forward. 
 

 

Perhaps the greatest value is around building the 
community as being a caring one. To create a 
common cause, to pull together as a community 
rather a hodge podge of individuals and with a flow on 
of externalities far beyond the matter of Global 
Warming (why use the euphemism of Climate 
Change?). Emphasise that we are a model 
community and that the City is committed to building 
on that – and illustrate with graphic examples. 
 

  

 

No 
 

 Provide actual actions, dates and costs in the 
action tables. 
Provide a lot more actions for council to 
reduce its emissions. 
Increase the carbon footprint reduction to 43%. 
 

 

  Yes, relative to the built environment, 
consideration of embodied energy reduction 
(beyond NCC) should be included at the DA 
stage - this required a LCA assessment. Refer 
to City of Vincent’s Policy 7.1.1 for further 
information. 
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  Natural Environment is a High Priority Among 

Residents 
The section in the plan titled ‘What is the 
impact on the City of Kalamunda’ needs to 
strongly emphasise that the City’s past 
community engagement over decades shows 
most residents rate the natural environment as 
the main reason we choose to live here. 
It’s important that the plan emphasises this 
because one of the biggest impacts of climate 
change is on the natural world, and therefore 
on ‘humanity’ and our lives. 
 
‘Urgency’ and Acceleration of Mitigation of 
GHG emissions 
The urgency of the climate emergency needs 
to be strongly emphasised in the plan. There 
needs to be a consideration of mitigation and 
adaptation actions which can start right away, 
including those that build on what is already in 
place. 
Sooner action will bring benefits sooner, as 
they will lower costs to do with energy, 
transport and damage from extreme weather. 
And sooner action will reduce emissions and 
improve our environment and climate 
resiliency. 
Recommended ‘sooner actions’ include the 
City’s increase of ‘urban forests’, reducing 
energy waste, improving energy efficiency, 
changing to 100% renewable energy (Green 
Power and City solar farm) and transitioning 
facilities and developments to all-electric, with 
an immediate transition away from 
all Methane gas use. 
Delaying action to reduce emissions will not 
only make adaption to climate change more 
difficult but may also make the target of 
‘carbon-neutral’ (Net Zero) more difficult from 
2030-2035. As such, the 2030 emissions 
reduction target should be changed to 50% 
reduction from 2020, or at least aligned 
with the federal target of 43%. 
 
Measuring Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions 
The plan must be clear in its assumptions 
about what emissions are to be counted, such 
as: Scopes 1, 2 and 3; and which GHG gases 
are to be counted – including their type (i.e., 
methane, Co2, Nitrous oxide etc.), their 
physical sources (such as landfill, farming, 
households etc.) and their global warming 
potential over the lifetime of each greenhouse 
gas. 
 
Embedding the plan 
The plan must be embedded into all aspects of 
the City’s strategic community and business 
plans, and its operations. 
The standard City’s budgeting processes 
should include an associated carbon footprint 
of all expenditure items to inform all decision-
making and ensure the Carbon Budget and 
emissions Targets will be met.  
Procurement policies must include a full Life 
Cycle Assessment of any project being 
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considered, to ensure alignment with the City’s 
emissions targets. 
Climate risk must be embedded into risk 
management plans and their implementation, 
and regularly reported transparently. 
The plan needs greater detail on timelines and 
delivery dates, and an identification of which 
City department is responsible, budgets, and 
the plan periodic review dates. 
There needs to be a date when the ‘final’ Plan 
will be ready and budgeted to start. 
Strategies to educate the City’s operations 
staff, managers and Councillors must be 
included in the plan, in line with the priorities 
for this described in other climate action plans. 
 
Feedback and Evaluation 
We residents and ratepayers need to know 
how our transition is progressing, so the plan 
needs to include detailed feedback to the 
community, and clearly define the frequency 
and method by which that feedback will be 
provided transparently and easily (publicly 
accessible) to the residents and ratepayers. 
The Plan must define how delivery on the 
goals and objectives will be monitored and 
evaluated. 
 
Resources and Tools 
The plan must reference the resources and 
knowledge sources it will access in the 
preparation of the next stage of the draft 
Climate Plan such as the Mitigation and 
Adaptation tools and resources, and emission 
inventories and mitigation accounting and 
reporting resources listed in the additional 
comments below. 
 
Statutory and Policy context 
It is suggested that the plan references its 
Statutory and Policy context, including its: 
a) International, National and State Climate 
policy alignments, and the 
b) City of Kalamunda polices that align with its 
Climate Plan. 
And these policies should be reviewed to a 
schedule to consider climate change matters. 
 

 

There should be more incentives to homeowners for 
going solar and collecting rainwater. New homes 
should be as passive as possible with trees 
mandatory. Set end dates for diesel trucks and 
provide passive public transport. Tax the rich and we 
can get through this. Make the general public pay and 
it will take too long to stop the worst of it. 
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  Carbon offsets for the fossil fuel used and 

carbon released by City projects and day to 
day operations. More comprehensive or 
stronger language around maintaining native 
bush and urban habitat for our native species. 
Sponsorship for water tanks on private land? 
Encouragement to use a bicycle by ensuring 
road safety for cyclists on the City's roads. 
Encourage public transport somehow, 
incentives perhaps? If more people used the 
buses then we could ask for more routes and 
services. Education is key - so many oldies are 
still shaking their heads and denying the 
climate science. 
 

 

I would not introduce any electric cars pump as where 
are you going to take the electricity for it ? As it is, we 
struggle to power houses aircon when we have few 
consecutive hot days in summer 
 

 Consideration of schools and the Department 
of Education's action such as the report 
Making Hope Practical - Report of the inquiry 
into the response of Western Australian 
schools to climate change: 
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/parliament/c
ommit.nsf/(WebInquiries)/09588581425D4AB4
48258869000DC80A 
Also other toolkits that have been already 
produced in relation to Climate Change and 
how that links with the City to reduce 
duplication. 
 

 

  Give some more specific time frames and 
more concrete actions on how to meet goals 
 

 

More room for recycling and seperate bins for 
recycling material  
 

 The assertion that climate change in the 
Kalamunda hills area is changing is an 
assumption not verified by hard evidence such 
as annual rainfalls and temperatures. 
 

 

It does not go far enough  
 

 The Kalamunda Council Climate Change 
Action Plan draft relies on “empowering” 
residents through education. The small 
percentage of residents that will heed and 
benefit from this policy is heavily outweighed 
by those that will be indifferent and do nothing. 
Council needs to provide firm policy and 
guidance to residents that leads to behavioural 
change at large.  
 

 

Not necessary. Climate Change is a “fraud, based on 
a fallacy, promoted by fools” Professor Ian Plimer. 
There is no proof carbon dioxide causes global 
warming. It promotes plant growth!!! 
Look to the results of extreme action in Europe and 
Sri Lanka. They are in all sorts of trouble trying to 
eliminate carbon dioxide.   A suggestion - read Prof 
Ian Plimer’s book, “Green Murder”. Do some research 
instead of swallowing the popular, but false, 
indoctrination.  

 Would there be a way for residents to collect 
rainwater from roofs more efficiently than a 
couple of tanks which overflow quickly with 
heavy rain. 
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More action and more urgent action on greening 
spaces, urban forests, renewable energy and zero 
emissions. Everything in budget now needs to factor 
in climate change. Targeting larger corporations and 
government to take more responsibility and not 
expecting citizens to lead. Caring for natural 
environment and it’s preservation is a top priority for 
Kalamunda residents. Encouraging solar panels, 
electric cars, more incentives.  
 

 Perhaps a definition/specificity with regards to 
what is 'short term', 'medium term' , and 'long 
term' so it can be accountable. 
 

 

Yes - but the time is not available and would anybody 
listen :-( 
 

 Not to change as such, but when looking at the 
feasability of how these systems work and cost 
a carbon price must be considered across the 
board.  
 

 

Yes. Actually have SMART targets that residents can 
understand what Kalamunda shire is really thinking. 
Work to involve kids and families as they are 
passionate about this subject. Given kalamunda shire 
recent mall upgrade has increased glare in that area, 
would like to know if any sustainability was built into 
that design and others in the area. 
 

 Very short span of time for community 
engagement. This should have gone out with 
the rates. 
The format on iPad cuts out option buttons and 
text. 
 

 

It fails to provide evidence and reference to any of the 
claims made surrounding the issue of 'climate 
change', in particular the statement that human 
activity contributes to change in climate.  
 

 Some of the proposed actions seem to lack 
definitive resolve and I am concerned it will all 
just look good on paper and not produce 
actual change. 
It is extremely important that the natural 
environment is preserved. There has been 
dreadful destruction of trees/habitat down the 
hill, in the name of progress. Climate change 
has a huge impact on the natural world, and 
humans. We are all in this together. The plan 
needs to emphasise the urgency of the climate 
emergency, as delaying actions will have dire 
consequences. As many actions as possible 
need to start right away, which will bring 
benefits sooner and give the best chance of 
meeting the emissions reduction target (which 
should be at least 43%)  and carbon neutral 
target by 2035. 
The  plan to needs to be specific about how 
the GHG emissions are to be measured. 
It is essential that the plan is fully embedded 
into all aspects of the City's activities 
/decisions/planning, otherwise it will simply be 
a 'Plan' . There needs to be more detail on 
timelines/delivery dates and departmental 
responsibilities. 
It needs to be monitored  and evaluated, and 
progress provided to ratepayers about success 
and failures on a regular basis. This is not 
something to be approached in a half-hearted 
manner.  
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  End of responses 

 

email it to residence or more access to residence. 
People don't always go looking for this type of 
information and if it is made easy to access and they 
are more likely to take note, be involved and make 
change. i was sent it indirectly from another source 
and wouldn't have known about it otherwise 
 

  

 

The are no specifics in the action plan. They are 
'planning to plan ' for the future. There are a lot of 
'investigate' rather than actions. This plan is no more 
than lip service at this stage. There have been 
proposals in the past that could have already have 
been implemented (literally years ago) that would 
already be working practically towards the goals. For 
instance, where are the green waste bins promised all 
those years ago. Not only would this have already 
have had an impact on waste reduction, but the 
compost generated from this scheme could have 
been used in City gardens, with the excess sold to 
generate income, thus reducing the overall cost. 
More could also have been done to generate 
alternative energy sources, such as methane gas 
production from the landfill sites already existing in 
the City.  
 

  

 

We are seeing the effects of this in Sri Lanka and 
Netherlands of 'regulatory action forcing Industry to 
become carbon neutral'.  
This will do absolutely nothing except make the 
government bigger and squeeze money out of the 
middle class through taxes - 'for the greater good'.. 
which will do nothing to change the weather. 
Even if Australia did absolutely everything to get to 
Net Zero, it wouldn't make a single bit of difference 
because of the amount of pollution China and other 
developing countries make. 
I would love to see this be taken out of the draft and 
focus on what we can do as a community... instead of 
making the government bigger and more powerful 
than it already is. 
 

  

 

A lot of the most important actions are marked 
‘subject to funding’ which gives the council a very 
convenient way of avoiding critical action. They 
should be part of core expenditure. 
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I don't feel there is enough 'urgency' in the report. It 
feels very light on for such an important and urgent 
matter. I would like to see more ‘Urgency’ and 
acceleration of Mitigation of GHG emissions 
The urgency of the climate emergency needs to be 
strongly emphasised in the plan. There needs to be a 
consideration of mitigation and adaptation actions 
which can start right away, including those that build 
on what is already in place. 
Immediate action will bring immediate changes, as 
they will lower energy costs, transport and damage 
from extreme weather. 
Immediate action will reduce emissions and improve 
our environment and climate resiliency. 
 
Natural Environment is a High Priority Among 
Residents 
The section in the plan titled ‘What is the impact on 
the City of Kalamunda’ needs to strongly emphasise 
that the City’s past community engagement over 
decades shows most residents rate the natural 
environment as the main reason we choose to live 
here. 
It’s important that the plan emphasises this because 
one of the biggest impacts of climate change is on the 
natural world, and therefore on ‘humanity’ and our 
lives. We must ensure we protect what is left of our 
precious fauna and flora and ensure the 'fire 
mitigation' does not add to the extra pressures 
already being experienced by the natural world.  
 
Embedding the plan 
The plan must be embedded into all aspects of the 
City’s strategic community and business plans, and its 
operations. 
The standard City’s budgeting processes should 
include an associated carbon footprint of all 
expenditure items to inform all decision-making and 
ensure the Carbon Budget and emissions Targets will 
be met. 
 
The plan needs greater detail on timelines and 
delivery dates, and an identification of which City 
department is responsible, budgets, and the plan 
periodic review dates. 
 
 
There needs to be a date when the ‘final’ Plan will be 
ready and budgeted to start. 
 
Strategies to educate the City’s operations staff, 
managers and Councillors must be included in the 
plan, in line with the priorities for this described in the 
other climate action plans. 
 
Resources and Tools 
The plan must reference the resources and 
knowledge sources it will access in the preparation of 
the next stage of the draft Climate Plan such as the 
Mitigation and Adaptation tools and resources, and 
emission inventories and mitigation accounting and 
reporting resources listed at the end of this paper. 
 
Statutory and Policy context 
It is suggested that the plan references its Statutory 
and Policy context, including its: 
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a) International, National and State Climate policy 
alignments, and the 
b) City of Kalamunda polices that align with its 
Climate Plan. 
And these policies should be reviewed to a schedule 
to consider climate change matters. 
 
 

 

 

Actions to counteract the impact of climate change 
must be given priority. Too many items are subject to 
funding. 
 

  

 

1. A stronger emphasis on the value that residents 
place on the natural environment, and how climate 
change is likely to impact the City's natural 
environment. 
2. The urgency of the climate emergency needs to be 
strongly emphasised in the plan. There needs to 
be a consideration of mitigation and adaptation 
actions which can start right away, including those 
that build on what is already in place. I would like to 
see these items implemented as a matter of urgency: 
the City’s increase of ‘urban forests’, reducing energy 
waste, 
improving energy efficiency, changing to 100% 
renewable energy (Greenpower and City solar farm) 
and transitioning facilities and developments to all-
electric, with an immediate transition away from 
all Methane gas use. 
3.The plan must be clear in its assumptions about 
what emissions are to be counted, such as: Scopes 1, 
2 and 3; and which GHG gases are to be counted – 
including their type (i.e., methane, Co2, Nitrous 
oxide etc.), their physical sources (such as landfill, 
farming, households etc.) and their global warming 
potential over the lifetime of each greenhouse gas.  
4.The plan must be embedded into all aspects of the 
City’s strategic community and business plans, and 
its operations. 
The standard City’s budgeting processes should 
include an associated carbon footprint of all 
expenditure items to inform all decision-making and 
ensure the Carbon Budget and emissions Targets 
will be met.  
5.The plan needs greater detail on timelines and 
delivery dates, and an identification of which City 
department is responsible, budgets, and the plan 
periodic review dates. 
There needs to be a date when the ‘final’ Plan will be 
ready and budgeted to start. 
6.We residents and ratepayers need to know how our 
transition is progressing, so the plan needs to 
include detailed feedback, and clearly define the 
frequency and method by which that feedback will 
be provided transparently and easily (publicly 
accessible) to the residents and ratepayers. 
The Plan must define how delivery on the goals and 
objectives will be monitored and evaluated.  
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Natural Environment is a High Priority Among 
Residents. The section in the plan titled ‘What is the 
impact on the City of Kalamunda’ needs to strongly 
emphasise that the City’s past community 
engagement over decades shows most residents rate 
the natural environment as the main reason we 
choose to live here.  
It’s important that the plan emphasises this because 
one of the biggest impacts of climate change is  
on the natural world, and therefore on ‘humanity’ and 
our lives.  
The urgency of the climate emergency needs to be 
strongly emphasised in the plan. There needs to  
be a consideration of mitigation and adaptation 
actions which can start right away, including those  
that build on what is already in place. 
Sooner action will bring benefits sooner, as they will 
lower costs to do with energy, transport and  
damage from extreme weather.  
And sooner action will reduce emissions and improve 
our environment and climate resiliency.  
Recommended ‘sooner actions’ include the City’s 
increase of ‘urban forests’, reducing energy waste,  
improving energy efficiency, changing to 100% 
renewable energy (Greenpower and City solar farm)  
and transitioning facilities and developments to all-
electric, with an immediate transition away from  
all Methane gas use. 
Delaying action to reduce emissions will not only 
make adaption to climate change more difficult but  
may also make the target of ‘carbon-neutral’ (Net 
Zero) more difficult from 2030-2035. As such, the  
2030 emissions reduction target should be changed 
to 50% reduction from 2020, or at least aligned  
with the federal target of 43%. 
 

  
 

I think it needs to be more specific in many areas. 
There is the potential in it for a lot of talk and not 
much action 
I would like to see the 2030 targets increased in line 
with the government of 43% or more.  
 

  

 

There is a strong focus in reducing food waste & food 
packaging. Would like to see goals regarding other 
waste e.g. a cloth nappy scheme. 
 
Also to encourage bikes/ebikes, assess paths and 
lock up areas. Basically impossible to get down the 
hill safely. No places to lock up bikes near lesmurdie 
hubs.  
 

  

 

There’s a lot of plans to write more plans, proposals 
to create proposals, vague concepts and very little 
meaningful action that council can directly and 
relatively quickly implement. 
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The Natural Environment is a High Priority Among 
Residents 
 
The section in the plan titled ‘What is the impact on 
the City of Kalamunda’ needs to strongly emphasise 
that the City’s past community engagement over 
decades shows most residents rate the natural 
environment as the main reason we choose to live 
here.   
 
It’s important that the plan emphasises this because 
one of the biggest impacts of climate change is on the 
natural world, and therefore on ‘humanity’ and our 
lives.   
‘Urgency’ and acceleration of Mitigation of GHG 
emissions 
 
The impact of Climate Change, is already the growing 
risk, and experience, of food security for residents 
and businesses.  Strengthening strategies to mitigate 
this risk are suggested, such as increasing the 
promotion of strategies for self-sufficiency, and 
support for community gardens.  
 
Another impact of Climate Change, or rather risks to 
the health of humans and the natural world if the 
transition to renewables and a reduction in the risk of 
rising temperatures) is wood fire smoke pollution and 
petrol, especially diesel, vehicles.   
 
The City's draft plan intention to transition to electric 
vehicles will assist with this, raising ambition on this 
would only be a good thing.  A shift to cultural burning 
practices, which I believe the City may already be 
looking into, would also be a good direction to include 
in the final version of the City's Climate Action Plan.  
 
The urgency of the climate emergency needs to be 
strongly emphasised in the plan.  There needs to be a 
consideration of mitigation and adaptation actions 
which can start right away, including those that build 
on what is already in place. 
 
Sooner action will bring benefits sooner, as they will 
lower costs to do with energy, transport and damage 
from extreme weather.   
 
And sooner action will reduce emissions and improve 
our environment and climate resiliency.   
 
Recommended ‘sooner actions’ include the City’s 
increase of ‘urban forests’, reducing energy waste, 
improving energy efficiency, changing to 100% 
renewable energy (Greenpower and City solar farm) 
and transitioning facilities and developments to all-
electric, with an immediate transition away from all 
Methane gas use. 
 
Delaying action to reduce emissions will not only 
make adaption to climate change more difficult but 
may also make the target of ‘carbon-neutral’ (Net 
Zero) more difficult from 2030-2035. As such, the 
2030 emissions reduction target should be changed 
to 50% reduction from 2020, or at least aligned with 
the federal target of 43%. 
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Measuring Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions  
 
The plan must be clear in its assumptions about what 
emissions are to be counted, such as: Scopes 1, 2 
and 3; and which GHG gases are to be counted – 
including their type (i.e., methane, Co2, Nitrous oxide 
etc.), their physical sources (such as landfill, farming, 
households etc.) and their global warming potential 
over the lifetime of each greenhouse gas.   
 
Embedding the plan 
 
The plan must be embedded into all aspects of the 
City’s strategic community and business plans, and its 
operations.   
The standard City’s budgeting processes should 
include an associated carbon footprint of all 
expenditure items to inform all decision-making and 
ensure the Carbon Budget and emissions Targets will 
be met.    
 
Procurement policies must include a full  Life Cycle 
Assessment of any project being considered, to 
ensure alignment with the City’s emissions targets 
Climate risk must be embedded into risk management 
plans and their implementation, and regularly reported 
transparently.   
 
The plan needs greater detail on timelines and 
delivery dates, and an identification of which City 
department is responsible, budgets, and the plan 
periodic review dates.  
There needs to be a date when the ‘final’ Plan will be 
ready and budgeted to start. 
 
Strategies to educate the City’s operations staff, 
managers and Councillors must be included in the 
plan, in line with the priorities for this described in the 
(link: other climate action plans)  
 
Feedback and Evaluation  
 
We residents and ratepayers need to know how our 
transition is progressing, so the plan needs to include 
detailed feedback, and clearly define the frequency 
and method by which that feedback will be provided 
transparently and easily (publicly accessible) to the 
residents and ratepayers. 
 
The Plan must define how delivery on the goals and 
objectives will be monitored and evaluated (for 
example see references below).  
 
Resources and Tools  
 
The plan must reference the resources and 
knowledge sources it will access in the preparation of 
the next stage of the draft Climate Plan such as the 
(link: Mitigation and Adaptation tools and resources, 
and emission inventories and mitigation accounting 
and reporting resources) listed at the end of this 
paper. 
 
Statutory and Policy context   
 
It is suggested that the plan references its Statutory 

Public Agenda Briefing Forum 14 February 2023 Attachments Attachment 10.2.2.2

City of Kalamunda 593



56 
 

and Policy context, including its: 
International, National and State Climate policy 
alignments, and the  
City of Kalamunda polices that align with its Climate 
Plan.   
And these policies should be reviewed to a schedule 
to consider climate change matters. 
 
References 
 
Life Cycle Assessment   
 
https://pre-sustainability.com/articles/life-cycle-
assessment-lca-basics/ 
https://etoolglobal.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/10/eToolLCD-Example-Simple-
Life-Cycle-Assessment-Report.pdf 
https://ecochain.com/knowledge/life-cycle-
assessment-lca-guide/ 
https://pre-sustainability.com/articles/life-cycle-
assessment-lca-basics 
 
Mitigation & Adaptation tools and resources, and 
emission inventories and mitigation accounting and 
reporting resources 
 
WALGA climate change templates and tools 
https://walga.asn.au/policy-advice-and-
advocacy/environment/climate-change/templates-
and-tools 
 
Accounting and reporting for national and subnational 
greenhouse emission goals.  
See-  
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Mit
igation_Goal_Standard.pdf and  
https://ghgprotocol.org/greenhouse-gas-protocol-
accounting-reporting-standard-cities 
 
Local governments for sustainability Global protocol 
for community-scale greenhouse gas emission 
inventories, developed by ICLEI in partnership with 
C40 Cities the City of Melbourne and Ironbark 
Sustainability 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b986b2ef8370
a2cf3760d51/t/5eb1570b31ddc33eee9192b2/158868
0642631/BESS+Training+Module+v2.5.pdf 
 
ICLEI Resource and Publications 
https://www.icleioceania.org/resources 
 
Snapshop – community climate tool – framework for 
comparison between regions – Kalamunda 
https://snapshotclimate.com.au/locality/municipality/a
ustralia/western-australia/kalamunda/ 
 
ENVISI Emissions Management – Calculate, track 
and report GHG Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions, set 
decarbonisation targets and track progress towards 
emissions reduction goals  
https://envizi.com/solutions/emissions-management-
ghg-software 
ETool https://etoolglobal.com/ 
 
Some City of Kalamunda Aligned Policies  
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City of Kalamunda Local Environment Strategy  
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-
city/environment/local-environment-strategy 
 
City of Kalamunda Draft Local Biodiversity Strategy 
https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/lbs-2020-2030 
 
Local Planning Policy 34 Wetlands and Waterways 
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/docs/default-
source/agenda-and-minutes/2021/attachments/ocm-
21-december-2021/10-1-1-1-draft---local-planning-
policy-34---wetlands-and-
waterways.pdf?sfvrsn=ca179c2f_2 
 
 
Other Climate Change Action Plans 
 
Council and community Action in a Climate 
Emergency (CACE): https://www.caceonline.org/your-
climate-emergency-plan.html 
 
Shire of Augusta-Margaret River Climate Action Plan 
https://www.amrshire.wa.gov.au/library 
 
/file/4Sustainability/AM210572_Climate_Action_Plan.
pdf 
NSW government guidance 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/-
/media/OEH/Corporate-Site/Documents/Energy-
savings-and-resource-efficiency/net-zero-emissions-
guidance-nsw-councils-200188.pdf 
 
Victorian government Inventory and management 
plan 2019 – 2020 https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/-
/media/epa/files/publications/1931.pdf 
 
City of Darebin https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/Waste-
and-environment/Sustainability/Energy-and-
climate/How-Council-is-addressing-the-climate-
emergency 
City of Armadale Corporate Greenhous Gas Action 
Plan 
https://www.armadale.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/ass
ets/documents/docs/Environmental_Management/Cor
porateGreenhouse.PDF   
 
NB The community engagement strategies in the 
Darebin plan are good. 
 
City of Wollongong Climate Change Mitigation Plan 
https://wollongong.nsw.gov.au/about/environment/cli
mate-change/climate-change-mitigation  
 
City of Newcastle Climate Action Plan 2021 – 2025  
https://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/2b90537
9-0035-4856-9ff8-ea41f03afc8d/Climate-Action-Plan 
 
Victoria Park 
https://www.victoriapark.wa.gov.au/Around-
town/Environment/Climate-Emergency-Plan 
 
The adaptation and mitigation strategies in this plan 
are clearly articulated, as they are in the City of 
Fremantle's. 
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Need to utilise private (residential) solar for use by the 
local community. What about numerous local 
batteries charged during the day from solar and then 
by the grid at night to smooth 24h power station 
supply? Might not need much charging at night, pay 
solar power providers (private residential owners) a 
reasonable amount for the excess power they put into 
an ageing, unsutable grid. 
Use landfill generated methane as a power source. 
 

  
 

• As noted above, the final plan must include more 
detail on timelines, financing, reporting/review 
mechanisms and allocations of responsibility.  
• Definitions for the timeframes: what exactly is meant 
by short, medium and long term? 
• It would be helpful if the summary table at the 
beginning included the aims for each of the four focus 
areas. 
• That so many strategies are indicated as “subject to 
funding” is worrying. The City must be fiscally 
responsible but this Draft Plan does not seem to 
understand that many strategies will be cost effective 
and even cheaper once implemented. For example, 
electric vehicles have virtually no operational and 
maintenance costs (especially if powered by solar). 
Solar passive buildings have much lower heating and 
cooling costs. Preventative work addressing the 
potential impact of fire, storm damage and flooding 
reduces the clean-up and rebuild costs, additionally 
mitigating insurance risks.  
• As noted earlier, this Draft Plan would be 
considerably strengthened if it included the City’s 
current commitments to actions addressing climate 
change in the appropriate focus areas. It does already 
reference “Scheduled reviews of Planning Strategies, 
Local Environment Strategy, Urban Forest Strategy 
and Local Biodiversity Strategy consider climate 
change matters at that time” (although this list should 
also specifically mention the Environmental Land Use 
Planning Strategy and the Kalamunda Clean and 
Green: Local Environment Strategy 2019-2029).  
• Similarly to the previous point, include the multiple 
environmental programs referred to on the City’s 
website in the appropriate focus areas. These 
programs include the Environmental Grants; Plants 
for Residents; Community Gardens; Environmental 
Expo; Microbat Project; Keep Australia Beautiful 
Adopt A Spot; and the Verge and Street Trees 
programs (kalamunda.wa.gov.au/our-
city/environment/programs).  
• The relevant already existing climate change 
strategies in the City’s Policies should also be 
included in this Draft Plan. These are great examples 
of the work the City is already committed to 
implementing and should be promoted. Examples are 
shown for the relevant focus areas below.  
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Natural Environment is a High Priority Among 
Residents 
The section in the plan titled ‘What is the impact on 
the City of Kalamunda’ needs to strongly  
emphasise that the City’s past community 
engagement over decades shows most residents rate 
the  
natural environment as the main reason we choose to 
live here.  
It’s important that the plan emphasises this because 
one of the biggest impacts of climate change is  
on the natural world, and therefore on ‘humanity’ and 
our lives.  
‘Urgency’ and acceleration of Mitigation of GHG 
emissions 
The urgency of the climate emergency needs to be 
strongly emphasised in the plan. There needs to  
be a consideration of mitigation and adaptation 
actions which can start right away, including those  
that build on what is already in place. 
Sooner action will bring benefits sooner, as they will 
lower costs to do with energy, transport and  
damage from extreme weather.  
And sooner action will reduce emissions and improve 
our environment and climate resiliency.  
Recommended ‘sooner actions’ include the City’s 
increase of ‘urban forests’, reducing energy waste,  
improving energy efficiency, changing to 100% 
renewable energy (Greenpower and City solar farm)  
and transitioning facilities and developments to all-
electric, with an immediate transition away from  
all Methane gas use. 
Delaying action to reduce emissions will not only 
make adaption to climate change more difficult but  
may also make the target of ‘carbon-neutral’ (Net 
Zero) more difficult from 2030-2035. As such, the  
2030 emissions reduction target should be changed 
to 50% reduction from 2020, or at least aligned  
with the federal target of 43%. 
Measuring Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions 
The plan must be clear in its assumptions about what 
emissions are to be counted, such as: Scopes 1,  
2 and 3; and which GHG gases are to be counted – 
including their type (i.e., methane, Co2, Nitrous  
oxide etc.), their physical sources (such as landfill, 
farming, households etc.) and their global warming  
potential over the lifetime of each greenhouse gas.  
Embedding the plan 
The plan must be embedded into all aspects of the 
City’s strategic community and business plans, and  
its operations.  
The standard City’s budgeting processes should 
include an associated carbon footprint of all  
expenditure items to inform all decision-making and 
ensure the Carbon Budget and emissions Targets 
will be met. 
 
Procurement policies must include a full Life Cycle 
Assessment of any project being considered, to  
ensure alignment with the City’s emissions targets 
Climate risk must be embedded into risk management 
plans and their implementation, and regularly  
reported transparently.  
The plan needs greater detail on timelines and 
delivery dates, and an identification of which City  
department is responsible, budgets, and the plan 
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periodic review dates.  
There needs to be a date when the ‘final’ Plan will be 
ready and budgeted to start. 
Strategies to educate the City’s operations staff, 
managers and Councillors must be included in the 
plan,  
in line with the priorities for this described in the other 
climate action plans. 
Feedback and Evaluation  
We residents and ratepayers need to know how our 
transition is progressing, so the plan needs to  
include detailed feedback, and clearly define the 
frequency and method by which that feedback will  
be provided transparently and easily (publicly 
accessible) to the residents and ratepayers. 
The Plan must define how delivery on the goals and 
objectives will be monitored and evaluated.  
Resources and Tools  
The plan must reference the resources and 
knowledge sources it will access in the preparation of 
the  
next stage of the draft Climate Plan such as the 
Mitigation and Adaptation tools and resources, and  
emission inventories and mitigation accounting and 
reporting resources listed at the end of this paper. 
Statutory and Policy context  
It is suggested that the plan references its Statutory 
and Policy context, including its: 
a) International, National and State Climate policy 
alignments, and the  
b) City of Kalamunda polices that align with its 
Climate Plan.  
And these policies should be reviewed to a schedule 
to consider climate change matters. 
 

 

Higher priority in mitigation of emissions, and outline 
of how goals will be monitored and fed back to 
ratepayers/consumers, i.e. accountability  
 

  

 

If you want more trees, why are you allowing such 
dense housing on small blocks, e.g. the new 
development on corner of Boonooloo Rd and 
Kalamunda Rd. THe houses are so close together 
there is no room for any tree coverage. Roof and 
driveway coverage will only generate extra heat.. This 
is ongoing with in the town. 
 

  

 

Not really. 
 

  

 

There is not sufficient amount of details provided, 
therefore it seems to be too vague. Also, there needs 
to be more emphasises put into the solutions for the 
major causes such as energy - the Solar Farm should 
be an immediate priority for the City. 
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The City of Kalamunda’s (City’s) draft Climate 
Change Action Plan is unambitious focusing on 
extremely minor issues and ignoring extremely 
important climate mitigation solutions including active 
transport, public transport and encouragement rather 
dense walkable neighbourhoods rather than banning 
them. I have provided a range of additional actions 
and comments on the actions. 
 
Focus 1: Changing Climate Patterns 
 
Action: Study the severity of the Urban heat island 
effect within Kalamunda  
Action: address the drivers of the Urban heat island 
effect via modifications to the planning scheme 
- Subaction: Modify planning scheme to require white 
roofs with high SRIs or vegetated “green roofs” 
- Subaction: Reducing or removing parking minimums 
- Subaction: Removing underutilised parking lots and 
replacing them with green spaces planted using local 
species 
 
Focus 2: Carbon Footprint 
 
Action: Review of The City of Kalamunda’s planning 
scheme in relation to how the planning scheme drives 
carbon emissions is required to adequately reduce 
the Emissions within the City of Kalamunda. 
- Low density zoning and parking minimums are major 
drivers of urban sprawl and resulting land clearing 
and transport emissions, the public cannot adequately 
address their carbon footprint while LGA’s are forcing 
and encouraging unsustainable sprawl, car use and 
land clearance. 
The City of Kalamunda needs to encourage the use of 
active and public transport by its staff while 
communing to work, through education and incentive 
measures. 
 
Focus 3: Waste 
 
Action: Phase out of single-stream recycling in favour 
of multi-stream recycling 
- Single stream recycling is extremely labour intensive 
and consistently contaminated, shifting to multi-
stream (separate containers for cans, glass, plastic, 
organic waste) is essential for recycling becoming a 
financially sustainable industry 
 
Focus 4: Sustainable Development 
 
Action: Amend the City of Kalamunda’s planning 
scheme to allow dense walkable neighbourhoods 
which are currently prohibited under the Planning 
scheme. 
Sub-action: Eliminate or reduce parking minimums  
- Parking minimums force businesses to be spread 
out reducing walkability & cyclability while increasing 
the convenience of unsustainable transport options. 
- Car parking is also a major driver of the urban heat 
island effect. 
Sub-action:  Introduction of mandatory bicycle parking 
spaces for businesses  
- as seen in numerous other Local Government 
planning schemes. See City of Fremantle for an 
example. 
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Sub-action: Allowing funding to be provided for 
cycling & pedestrian infrastructure in lieu of 
mandatory parking spaces  
Sub-action: Upzoning Major sections of the City of 
Kalamunda within walking distance of public transport 
hubs, major shopping centres and the Kalamunda 
CBD to enable allow walkable neighbourhoods 
o The current mixture of R10-R40 residential zoning 
surrounding the Kalamunda CBD makes building 
anything other than detached houses extremely 
impractical. 
o Would allow larger sections of the populations to 
walk/ cycle to work, get groceries and access local 
businesses. 
o Would reduce the demand for incredibly destructive 
urban sprawl. 
o Would improve the City’s financial solvency 
o The current very low density residential zoning is 
actively driving transport emissions, mass land 
clearance to make way for urban sprawl and driving 
the rapidly increasing cost of housing. 
 
Action: Encourage active transport within the City of 
Kalamunda 
- Subaction: Identify popular cycling and pedestrian 
corridors for improvement  
- Subaction: Continuing to improve cycling and 
pedestrian route connectivity 
- Subaction: Continuing to improve cycling and 
pedestrian path safety 
- Subaction: Planting of street trees along major 
pedestrian and cycling corridors  
- Subaction: Significantly increase fines for cars 
parked on sidewalks and cycle lanes 
- Subaction: Educate drivers on safe driving around 
pedestrians and cyclists 
- Subaction: Work with Mainroads to improve safety 
along Mainroads vested roads 
- Subaction: require developers to build mixed use cut 
throughs between streets and cul-de-sac 
- There are numerous co-benefits to increased active 
transport including increased community cohesion, 
physical health improvements and mental health 
improvements. 
 
Action: Encourage the uptake of public transport 
within the City of Kalamunda 
- Subaction: collaborate with Transperth and the 
Department of Education to provide more practical 
public transport within the City of Kalamunda 
- Subaction: Collaborate with Transperth and the 
Department of education to provide educational 
initiatives 
- Subaction: Planting of street trees around bus stops 
and public transport hubs 
- Public transport is an essential tool for reducing 
transport emissions, unfortunately this was also not 
mentioned in the draft Climate Change Action Plan. 
The action plan needs to emphasise the need for 
increased use of public transport for reducing carbon 
emissions and needs to aim to encourage the uptake 
of public transport. 
 
Action: Encourage the use of smaller more 
fuel/energy efficient vehicle  
- Subaction: Require that a certain percentage of new 
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parking be small car bays and/or motorcycle bays 
- Smaller cars also provide co-benefits for pedestrian 
and cyclists safety with smaller cars less likely to hit 
pedestrians (larger vehicles have larger blindspots) & 
cyclists and less likely to kill them when accidents 
occur (Smaller vehicles have less force on impact and 
pedestrians are less likely to go under a vehicles 
wheel. 
 

 

It all seems very clear. More prominence could be 
given to the planting and nurture of trees, but maybe 
that's not popular in a bushfire-prone area. 
 

  

 

Yes. Set firm commitments eg just state the target 
without adding letout clauses. 
Add in no clearing commitment. We need to preserve 
all the bush that is left. 
New devt needs to be designed to safeguard existing 
bush. It also needs to set a high bar for sustainable 
devt and ability to maximise environmental conditions 
ie able to cope with the changing climate. 
 

  

 

 

Additional or alternative areas of focus suggested by respondents 

 Include residents who have already invested in 
renewable energy in your plans. Make it a personal 
community solution rather than a Shire only solution. 
 

 Each of the four focus areas is important. All must be 
considered as equal priority. My comments on the 
specific contents are as follows. 
FOCUS 1: Changing Climate Patterns (Sustained 
durations of hotter weather; Reduced levels of rainfall; 
Increased intensity of storm events). Aim: to increase 
resilience. 
Resident Actions: Include advice on solar passive 
planning and building requirements.  
Commercial/Business Actions:  
• Providing agricultural businesses with info on “climate-
smart agriculture initiatives” could easily be more 
effective if broadened to eg “providing commercial and 
business entities with information on climate-smart 
initiatives targeted to their needs including agricultural, 
waste management, energy practices and resilience to 
extreme weather”. 
• “Completing the Drainage Catchment Strategy”: this 
action should be in the City actions. Providing information 
from the strategy about managing the impact of storm 
water remains here, and should also be provided to 
residents. 
• Include “Focus will be balanced through environmental 
controls in development and building and joint initiatives 
in waste management and energy practices.” 
State/Fed govt actions: meets the stated objective of 
“advocacy for greater regulatory and financial support for 
all sectors in tackling climate change.” 
City actions: These eight actions are essential and their 
inclusion is welcome. Could add: 
• Ensuring the annual budget processes include a focus 
and commitment to initiatives and actions to demonstrate 
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leadership in the climate change space. 
• Completing the Drainage Catchment Strategy. 
• Specific actions included in already existing policies, 
strategies and programs, such as: 
o Continue to maintain the City’s Asset Management 
Policy, which commits the City to considering the 
environmental impact and sustainability implications of 
decisions relating to asset maintenance, renewal, 
upgrade and purchase. 
o Continue the Planning and Urban Design Guidelines 
Policy, effective since June 2011, which has the 
environment and microclimate as one of six primary 
elements guiding the general objectives. Specifically: 
“Building designs shall … provide opportunities for 
weather protection, and minimise strong wind conditions 
and sun reflection in the street and public spaces. 
Developments shall incorporate energy-efficient and 
environmentally sustainable principles into their design.” 
(pp5; 20).  
 
FOCUS 2: Carbon Footprint (Greenhouse gas emissions 
from non-renewable energy sources). Aim: To reduce the 
City’s Carbon Footprint and Support the Community in 
their Carbon Reduction Journey. City of Kalamunda 
(Council) achieves a 40% reduction in its own carbon 
footprint by 2030 and become carbon neutral by 2035 
based on a 2020 baseline of its carbon footprint 
State/Fed govt actions: meets the stated objective of 
“advocacy for greater regulatory and financial support for 
all sectors in tackling climate change.” Add in: 
• advocacy for electric vehicle and electric public 
transport systems. For example, there is no mention in 
the State Government’s information about the new High 
Wycombe train station of any provision for EV charging, 
despite it being recommended in the original plans. 
City actions: Add:  
• Phase out all gas use in City, residential, commercial 
sites & applications – transition to solar and other 
renewable energy sources. 
• Specific actions included in already existing policies, 
strategies and programs, such as: 
o Continue to maintain the City’s Financial Divestment 
Policy, requiring preference to be given to non-fossil fuel 
lending institutions in order to reduce the overall carbon 
footprint. “The success of the Policy will be measured by 
… the percentage of investment in non-fossil fuel lending 
institutions.”. 
o Continue to maintain the City’s Policy: Funding Support 
for Solar Panels with or without Battery Storage on a 
Community Leased Building.  
o Continue to maintain the City’s Sports Floodlighting 
Policy, which commits the City to providing LED lighting 
“as a more efficient and cost-effective lighting source”. 
 
FOCUS 3: Waste (Implement more sustainable waste 
practices which have long term benefits to the 
environment). Aim: Reducing Methane being generated 
by landfill and sustainable waste management 
Resident Actions:  
• Support the Recycle InTent program for its effective 
education of residents and provision of a readily 
accessible waste diversion point.  
Commercial/Business Actions:  
• Encourage and support product packaging reductions. 
City actions: 
• Continue the green waste to mulch program at the 
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Walliston transfer station. 
• Continue supporting the Walliston Tip Shop to divert 
usable products from landfill. 
• Specific actions included in already existing policies, 
strategies and programs. 
 
FOCUS 4: Sustainable Development (can contribute 
toward: • Reduced demand on non-renewable energy 
sources • Reduced building operating costs • Reduced 
urban heat island effect and healthier homes and 
communities • Reduction of ecological footprint • Efficient 
use of resources and reduced waste • Bushfire safety). 
Aim: To encourage new development that improves the 
environment and is more resilient to climate change 
City actions: Include: 
• Conservation of natural areas and vegetation and 
regeneration of degraded areas 
• Specific actions included in already existing policies, 
strategies and programs, such as: 
o Continue to maintain the City’s City Tree Management 
Policy, which includes commitments to conserving and 
protecting healthy trees and to increase overall tree 
numbers by replacing every tree that has to be removed 
from public areas with either four smaller or two semi-
mature trees in the same location. 
o Continue work on developing the City’s Tree Retention 
local planning policy (currently draft format). 
o Continue the Public Open Space Planning Policy, 
adopted May 2018, which includes an objective ensuring 
the design of public open space in residential 
subdivisions demonstrates environmental conservation, 
sustainability and incorporates water sensitive urban 
design principles (p4) 
 

It was a pleasure to be in the gallery in August 2021 
and see the enthusiasm with which Council took 
this first formal step. It was particularly enlightening 
to hear Cr Stallard rattle off all the climate-focused 
moves that Council has already take. This is an 
ongoing action. 
 

 

  
  
  
I think you can encourage residents and local 
businesses, along with the City, to take part in 
increasing naturally occurring tree and vegetation 
cover in the City too. 
 

Not really. 
 

 Some of these points are just not strong enough to have 
any impact - e.g.  
'Encouraging new development that improves the 
environment and is more resilient to climate change-  
This should be a requirement not 'encouragement'. New 
development should meet much higher standards - such 
as double or triple glazed windows (which is a standard in 
Europe and should be even more in here, as the houses 
are heated and cooled throughout 9 months per year), 
mandatory amount of trees planned on new 
developments, solar systems, etc.  
 

Save the current tree canopy rather than plant new 
trees. Also please hold back on solar power until it 
is usable, grid is ready to handle inputs. Small 
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systems on individual buildings with small battery 
storage still connected to grid is the best solution. 
 
  
It is very important to target big companies first in 
their carbine/methane/waste management, then 
ask local businesses to adapt with the help of the 
government.  
 

Kalamunda should set an example of what is possible so 
that other councils can observe and follow. 
 

  
  
  
 GReat job - well done. 

The 5th point is confusing - what kind of development? 
More housing?  
 

Creating a spirit of living in harmony with the 
environment and to stimulate initiatives of living that 
defines being a resident of Kalamunda as a caring 
community-minded one. 
 

All the focus areas are important, but Mitigation (Carbon 
emissions reduction) is the most urgent because delayed 
action will result in more impacts and require increased 
efforts and resources to adapt to more climate changes. 
 
The plan could be set up in two main focus areas (as it is 
in many other LGA climate plans) - mitigation and 
adaptation. 
 

  
  
  
See #4. 
 

 

 While planting trees...talk to the community and gather 
ideas.  
 

We can not consume as much as we do now if we 
want to see a reverse in climat change. We NEED 
to slow down on our consumption and it has to start 
also with any big industry not just the residents 
 

Yes, this comment is important:" the region has lost 70% 
of original vegetation and many species are already 
threatened" Please plant many more local native plants in 
every place owned by CoK and do more to encourage 
locals to do the same. It is not sufficient to give plants 
away but to have greater control over what people plant - 
new developers could be made to plant local plants for a 
start, people can be encouraged to plant local plants, 
there is still far too much land wasted by lawns that could 
be addressed, places like Stirk Park could have far more 
local plants in it, don't have trees and lawn have trees 
plus plants with little lawn. There are plenty of specialist 
groups that could help with this. 
 

  
 Not a fan of another Waste bin as in a FOGO. Will mean 

more trucks fuel and pollution + wages.  
Encourage home composting and Worm Farms. 
 

Tiny house options, more native plant subsidies 
especially tucker plants 
 

Climate change is unfortunately a ruse for a select few to 
control the masses. The agenda unfortunately 
discriminates against the citizens and furthers the wealth 
creation of the select few.  
 

 Please walk the talk - typically, in Kalamunda, we see 
older half-acre properties being totally cleared of mature 
native trees and all remnant native vegetation before they 
are subdivided into many small units. What small gardens 
remain are often then filled with exotic shrubs that are of 
no use to the surviving wildlife. I can point to plastic lawn 
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in one property. Please enact by-laws to prevent the 
pointless destruction of native trees - builders could work 
around many of them if they were made to. 
 

  
Such a narrow and piecemeal approach is just a 
bandaid. Maybe pay some real people with 
scientific knowledge and understand the issues and 
driving forces behind change in climatic forces. 
 

 

Reducing fire risk in Kalamunda native bush land, 
actually removing fallen trees from roadsides (1 I 
had to move off a road is still there over a year 
later). 
 

Provide comprehensive lists of native plants that are less 
hazardous relative to bushfire challenges. 
 

 All the focus areas are important, but Mitigation (Carbon 
emissions reduction) is the most urgent because delayed 
action will result in more impacts and require increased 
efforts and resources to adapt to climate change as it 
becomes more severe. 
 

  
 A solar panel farm to make our own energy for the City, 

somewhere where the land has already been damaged 
and denuded (please don't clear bush for it!)  Rule out the 
introduction of 'natural gas' use in homes and 
businesses, as the extraction of gas is very carbon 
polluting. Bring back the curbside junk pick-ups, as these 
were an excellent opportunity for community recycling! By 
the time the truck came to get the junk, there was only 
green waste left in most cases. 
 

 Educating young people and linking all the strategies 
from the Local Environment Strategy, the Biodiversity 
Strategy, Sustainability, Climate Change - it all links. 
 

 Better support existing residents in adding to resilient, 
urban forestation. For instance improve plant giveaway to 
get residents planting more natives and improving verge 
management/plantings. Also better recycling support to 
reduce waste. 
 

What about waste footprint? The more we waste, 
the more energy we need. 
 

 

We must act to reduce our carbon footprint, not just 
aspire to it. Lowering energy use and using 
regenerative sources saves money overall and 
needs to be acknowledged much more openly.  
 

 

Have a strong focus on for natural resource 
management programmes, particularly those that 
protect and enhance waterways, native forests and 
bushlands, and ensure that the City’s works teams 
are knowledgeable about storm surge climate risks 
and how these can be mitigated, particularly with 
respect to storm surge and stream pollution 
mitigation. 
 
In this regard, the plan needs to align with the City’s 
Wetlands and Waterways Local Planning Policy, 
and its City’s Water Sensitive Urban Design and 

Reduce waste in medical facilities - eg, sterilisation of 
implements instead of discard and throw away. 
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water usage policies and programs, such as 
Kalamunda Flowing. 
Aligned policies such as these should be regularly 
reviewed to consider climate change impacts on 
waterways, forests and bushlands. 
 
  
I think the most urgent is to reduce the overall 
carbon footprint of the City's operations. 
 

Happy with what is listed. 
 

 As a regular community member who volunteers her time 
for waste education, the fact that in 2 years we changed 
our recycling rules 3 times and in 3 years changed 5 
times, yet the community STILL don't know the recycling 
rules which changed in 2018 and have been the same 
ever since. Do you know what does and doesn't go into 
your recycling bin to reduce contamination? 
 

having significant green building standards  for all 
new buildings in the city of kalamunda 
 

Reduction of carbon emissions is paramount. Delayed 
action will promote a crisis that will be more costly and 
difficult to adapt to. Please adopt all the suggested 
actions in the plan as soon as possible. 
All new buildings should exceed requirements for 
insulation/solar passive orientation/solar panels etc. 
Incentives for ratepayers to retro fit energy efficient 
additions to their homes. 
The City of Kalamunda could be a model for other cities 
regarding sustainable development. 
Trees should be planted, not cut down. Our forests must 
be protected. 
 

  
  
All the focus areas are important, but Mitigation 
(Carbon emissions reduction) is the most urgent 
because delayed action will result in more impacts 
and require increased efforts and resources to 
adapt to more climate changes. 
 Please note 'important' , the last column, does not 
show up on my computer I rate all of the above as 
'important' 
 

 

  
 

Additional comments about the City’s Draft Climate Action Plan 

 Added above. 
 

Thank you for the time and effort taken in 
producing the Plan. The best time to plant a 
tree was yesterday though so please don't let 
the achievement of the actions get held up in 
bureaucracy.  
 

The final plan must include transparent 
monitoring and reporting mechanisms, so the 
City can effectively track progress and adjust 
strategies. 
 

Congratulations so far!! 
 

I have lost all trust in the government it's going 
to take a long time to gain that trust back 
unfortunately, more and more people are 
waking up to the BS. WEF wanting to block the 
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sun (on their website go check it out) they 
say... 
"This 'Space Bubble' shield could counter the 
effects of climate change by reflecting the 
sun's rays"  you think that's a great idea?  
WAKE UP AUSTRALIA!!! Thank God more 
and more scientists and other professionals 
are speaking out 
���� 
 

Only that I think this is a great step in the right 
direction and I'm supportive of your actions. 
 

Some other suggestions are to: 
• Have a strong focus on for natural resource 
management programmes, particularly those 
that  
protect and enhance waterways, native forests 
and bushlands, and ensure that the City’s  
works teams are knowledgeable about storm 
surge climate risks and how these can be  
mitigated, particularly with respect to storm 
surge and stream pollution mitigation. 
In this regard, the plan needs to align with the 
City’s Wetlands and Waterways Local Planning  
Policy, and its City’s Water Sensitive Urban 
Design and water usage policies and 
programs,  
such as Kalamunda Flowing. 
Aligned policies such as these should be 
regularly reviewed to consider climate change  
impacts on waterways, forests and bushlands.  
• Take action to reduce air pollution health 
risks, particularly those associated with diesel 
fuel  
emissions and wood fire smoke, and ensure 
they are locally monitored and mitigated. 
(There  
are serious concerns about Child Care centres 
located near busy roads). 
• Look at how to reduce carbon emissions by 
the adoption cultural burning in the City’s 
reserves. 
• Include Community empowerment strategies, 
particularly for young people to have a Voice  
in the City’s climate action.  
• Commit the city to advocate for building 
ratings for sustainability and energy efficiency 
to  
exceed the minimum 6 Star rating, wherever 
possible. 
 

its not final until you put a PLAN in the 
document - the council should get off their 
arses and do some work 
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Further comments: 
Carbon Footprint.  Reducing dependence upon 
fossil fuels.  Permanently close the Zig Zag to 
all fossil fuelled vehicles, open only to 
pedestrians and cyclists.*  Encourage cycle 
tourism.  Local businesses could work together 
with the City to have an advertising campaign 
extolling the benefits of making Kalamunda a 
tourism destination, using the Zig Zag as an 
easy and scenic route to the Hills. 
 
Encourage cycling within the city eg charging 
stations not just for cars, but for electric 
bicycles, which would need a much smaller 
foot print, smaller power requirements, and 
possibly solar powered, either in part or total 
eg at the top of the Zig Zag, combine 
recharging and a small coffee/ bakery at a 
scenic lookout.  (A mobile van?) 
 
Recycling: Is there a facility for recycling old 
solar panels which still work but are not 
efficient?  These could be made available to 
renters.  
 
Recycle bicycles for use by non-riders to 
encourage them?  Send them to remote 
settlements? 
 
Focus 1: The SMS based warning system.  Not 
all residents are able to access mobile 
telephones.  Further, during an emergency, the 
mobile network can collapse if eg a mobile 
telephone tower is damaged or destroyed.  An 
alternative using landlines (which are mostly 
underground) should be investigated. 
 
Education/ encouragement for residents to 
install rainwater catchment tanks. 
 
Education of residents about the varieties of 
housing improvements which will improve 
energy efficiency eg double glazing, ceiling 
space insulation. 
 
*Below are several extracts of a letter which I 
wrote to Matthew Hughes MP earlier this year. 
 
I served in the Australian Army from 1965 to 
1980, and then I did a further 13 years in the 
Subiaco SES unit as a rescue volunteer and 
rescue leader.  During this time I have had to 
attend to fires which have possibly been 
started by hot automobile exhausts.  This 
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article from 2005 claims "The hot exhaust pipe 
of a parked car is believed to have sparked the 
devastating bushfires that claimed nine lives in 
South Australia, the Country Fire Service 
(CFS) said." 
 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/car-exhaust-
linked-to-deadly-sa-blaze-20050116-
gdki2t.html 
 
You no doubt recall the series of fires in the 
last couple of years which have devastated 
areas close to Perth, and the Hills.  Scientists 
and other experts have been predicting for 
many years that climate change could lead to 
an increase in severity of such fires.  According 
to the ABC article the City's Mayor, Margaret 
Thomas the closure was initiated because 
"The antisocial behaviour was just disgusting. 
There were rollovers every other week, there 
was mountains of rubbish, including things like 
mattresses".  Whilst I'd say that her claim of 
"rollovers every other week" is probably 
overstating the case, nevertheless even one 
rollover on Zig Zag, at the wrong time of the 
year, would have potential for massive, even 
catastrophic consequences, should the vehicle 
catch fire.  Not only could a fire in the dry bush 
sweep up the hillside towards homes, but if the 
vehicle was blocking the road, firefighters 
would have great difficulty in attending to it. 
***************** 
 
 
As you are no doubt aware, the recent Federal 
Election has made Climate Change a very high 
priority in the minds of the public, and for the 
Kalamunda City Council to re-open the Zig Zag 
Road and virtually encourage people to drive 
cars up to Kalamunda for the sole purpose of 
tourism whilst creating hazardous conditions 
for cyclists and pedestrians seems to be 
contrary to the spirit of the WALGA Policy. 
 
Road Safety 
 
Adjunct to this concern is the waste of money/ 
resources which will be caused by the re-
opening of the road.  I travel to Midland 
occasionally and have noted over the past few 
years there has been development of the 
estate beside Midland Road, and the 
construction of a wide, dual lane and flat cycle 
path from Sadler Drive to Helena Valley Road, 
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roughly 3 kilometres in length.  With the 
closure of the Zig Zag it was possible to 
commute by bicycle from Kalamunda to 
Helena Valley Road (hence Midland) and 
back, with a very easy ascent up the Zig Zag, 
rather than the steep and dangerous 
alternatives of Gooseberry Hill Road (with 
several blind corners) or Kalamunda Road with 
a 70 km/h speed, compared to a cyclist's 6-8 
km/hr.  As a disabled war veteran I like to 
cycle, and have had an electric assisted 
recumbent tricycle for many years, and whilst 
the Zig Zag was closed to motor vehicles, I 
found on several occasions I was able to 
ascend to the top quite quickly and easily, 
whereas with the access of motor vehicles 
restored, I find it safer to ride across to either 
Welshpool Road (very wide with few blind 
spots) or Crystal Brook Road, which while 
narrower has an ascending cycle path.  This of 
course adds in the vicinity of 7-8 km to my trip.  
With the advent of more electric assist bicycles 
I think it is in everybody's interest to encourage 
disabled people to undertake as many 
activities as possible, including cycling.   
 
I have often stated that the City could use the 
closure of the Zig Zag as an eco-friendly 
tourism activity, by encouraging cyclists to (eg) 
ride from Perth, along the river bank, 
Kalamunda road, then turn off and go along 
Ridgehill Road to the bottom of the Zig Zag, 
then ascend in a leisurely fashion to 
Kalamunda for a look at the city, coffee and 
cakes, and then, if necessary, descend quickly 
down Gooseberry Hill Road or Kalamunda 
Road back to the river.  I've ridden part of that 
route on many occasions over the years 
(without going up the Zig Zag, but rather 
Welshpool/ Crystal Brook roads.)    
 
Please provide details of how you will 
evaluate/measure the implementation of these 
actions, so businesses and residents can keep 
track - and assist where possible.  
 

Nothing other than one's conditioned 
scepticism toward words becoming actions. 
 

 Yes, much more details need to be added and 
here are some suggestions: 
- residents should be empowered to protect 
the trees and nature on their properties (this 
has been implemented in other councils), 
where they cannot be simply intimidated by 
their neighbours to cut the trees because 'they 
block the light'; 
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- city should provide to residents free of charge 
either mulch or mulching service, so that 
residents can apply the mulch back to their 
gardens (this solution has been provided to 
residents of City of Fremantle); 
- possums management (in many instances 
they are being treated as a pest, while they are 
under protection and this should not occur; 
currently the only help that city provides is a 
phone number to a 'Possum Lady' who doesn't 
answer the phone. A real solution should be 
provided and supported by the city - example - 
https://www.simoncherriman.com.au/nest-
boxes/ - this is based on science and facts and 
it's a practical solution. City should cofound the 
program of relocating possums from the attics 
or at least recommend providers that offer 
such solutions that are in line with the 
protection of natural species. non of that is 
being offered by the city at the moment and it 
is one of the most common issues residents 
face and don't know how to deal with). 
- the City should partner up with Synergy, 
WesternPower and all other relevant agencies 
to deliver quickly solutions for residents to 
move into green energy and this should be a 
requirement for all new developments.  
- the city should revisit their control burning 
policy, as according to latest research this is 
not a recommended practice as it causes 
respiratory issues for residents. The City 
should work with universities and researchers 
to review this policy. 
- The City should review the recommendations 
for households to prepare for bushfires in line 
with latest research - e.g. removing leaves 
from gardens causes an extreme draught of 
the soil, therefore this should not be 
recommended, as it actually worsens climate 
in long term; same applies to a policy of 
removing all trees that are within 2 meters from 
the house - these trees provide shade and 
reduce house heating in summer, therefore 
they significantly increase the usage of energy 
to cool the house. Again, this policy is not in 
line with latest research. 
 

May be highly beneficial to look at capturing 
the methane the landfill is putting of. 
Also look at opportunity cost, eg if you sell 
fossil fuel vehicles and purchase electric you 
are only passing on the fossil fuel problem and 
not looking at the environmental cost of 
producing a replacement vehicle when a 

The City of Kalamunda's current planning 
scheme is extremely unsustainable driving 
land clearing and unsustainable urban sprawl. 
The City cannot hope to address reduce its 
carbon emission without a massive rethinking 
of its planning scheme. 
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suitable one existed. Look at maintaining 
current depreciation and maintenance 
schedules then replace at the end of lifespan 
rather than ending early. 
 
Stop approving the development of land, which 
requires the entire block to be cleared of all 
vegetation.  
There should be plans in place for 
owners/developers to keep native trees. 
 
Owners should also be encouraged to build 
appropriate buildings, to meet environmental 
changes, and climate change. 
No need to reinvent the wheel, there is already 
a government website which clearly outlines 
best practice, when it comes to orientation of 
homes, building material etc. 
  
https://www.yourhome.gov.au/passive-
design/orientation 
 

 

 

We need Kalamunda to be pedestrian with 
access to electrical vehicles for people with 
reduced mobility. Opening Kalamunda to 
delivering trucks only at certains hours if the 
day when there are less people around (5-6am 
for example). 
 

Thankyou for the plan. Please ensure that 
other depts within the council support the plan 
fully. There has in the past been a conflict 
between the natural and  the built environment. 
 

A complete rewrite, using the Mundaring 
(EMRC) Action Plan as a basis. This KOC Plan 
is embarrassing and does little to set 
actionable targets or set a leadership example 
for residents. The plan should already include 
Smart targets - not a plan to develop them! 
- Only mention subject to funding/budget once 
- Not in every section! 
 

Yes - bin it now and focus on essential things 
that matter like fixing potholes and widening 
roads. Improving mobile reception throughout 
the shire and management of native bushland 
overgrowth. Clear out dangerous bushfire 
hazards and thin native vegetation. Encourage 
residents to tidy their properties and plant 
lawn. Build dams to catch water. 
 

This plan is a very important piece of work and 
implemented appropriately will ensure long 
term progress and sustainbility within the 
community. An opportunity for our council to 
set an example for the region and state.  
 

Please give ratepayers a chance to be a part 
of this! 
 

Overall education on the effects of Climate 
Change and why it needs to be taken seriously 
needs to be incorporated more into local 
schools as the upcoming generations 
decisions and views are going to make 
massive impacts to the communities. Also a 
bigger push to educate current older residents 
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on the effects of their everyday life could make 
implementing these strategies a lot more 
acceptable and even more successful. 
 
Prescribed burns need to be re-evaluated. We 
burn too much and too hot which damages the 
bush and wildlife and also puts more carbon 
into the atmosphere.  
There also needs to be a shift in thinking about 
burning garden waste. Everybody in the hills is 
obsessed with burning their rubbish which is 
one of the worst ways to dispose of garden 
waste and councils and volunteer fire brigades 
actively encourage it! 
 

 

To integrate it as part, a subset of the master 
plan and long term vision for Kalamunda.  
 

There needs to be a stronger focus on... 
- natural resource management 
- protect wetlands and waterways from impact 
of lower rainfall 
-  
 

No 
 

Some other suggestions are to: 
 
• Have a strong focus on for natural resource 
management programmes, particularly those 
that protect and enhance waterways, native 
forests and bushlands, and ensure that the 
City’s works teams are knowledgeable about 
storm surge climate risks and how these can 
be mitigated, particularly with respect to storm 
surge and stream pollution mitigation. 
 
In this regard, the plan needs to align with the 
City’s Wetlands and Waterways Local Planning 
Policy, and its City’s Water Sensitive Urban 
Design and water usage policies and 
programs, such as Kalamunda Flowing. 
 
Aligned policies such as these should be 
regularly reviewed to consider climate change 
impacts on waterways, forests and bushlands.  
 
 
• Take action to reduce air pollution health 
risks, particularly those associated with diesel 
fuel emissions and wood fire smoke, and 
ensure they are locally monitored and 
mitigated. (There are serious concerns about 
Child Care centres located near busy roads). 
 
• Look at how to reduce carbon emissions by 
the adoption cultural burning in the City’s 
reserves. 
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• Include Community empowerment strategies, 
particularly for young people to have a Voice in 
the City’s climate action.  
 
.  Food security should also be a main 
adaptation strategy, supporting local growers 
to adapt and local residents to grow their own, 
for example, and community gardens.  
 
• Commit the city to advocate for building 
ratings for sustainability and energy efficiency 
to exceed the minimum 6 Star rating, wherever 
possible. 
 

 
 The plan is too passive. The City needs to 

make tougher climate protection measures that 
residents, business and developers should 
have to adopt. 
Rather than encouraging new development to 
be improve the environment, it should be the 
highest priority for it to even get past the 
planning permission.  
 

  
See #4. 
 

The City needs to work very closely with its 
residents and businesses to help reduce the 
impacts of climate change and reduce GHG 
emissions. It can play a key role in citizens 
adapting to new conditions. 
 

no 
 

A few points: 
* when will the plan be finalised and then start? 
* how often will feedback be provided to 
residents regarding progress of the various 
action points? 
* as we will receive less rainfall in the future, it 
is my belief that we need to make better use of 
the rain that we do receive.  To me this means 
the City needs to put in place measures to 
ensure the rainfall stays on the land as much 
as possible without being fed directly into 
creeks and streams that have been optimised 
to channel the water away.  An example of this 
is Woodlupine creek near Hartfield Park which 
has been concreted ensuring the water cannot 
soak in the aquifer.  Other ideas are to have 
many mini dams throughout the City to keep 
water localised and help vegetation efforts. 
* cultural burning should be considered. 
* reducing greenwaste in our residential bins 
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should be made a higher priority.  Possibly we 
should have a greenwaste wheely bin that 
other Cities around Perth have already 
commenced.  In theory, the existing bins could 
be downsized. 
* while we agree that the City's building should 
have solar installed, in general we are 
opposed to a solar farm if it doesn't include 
storage. 
 

Educate the people to live a simpler life...teach 
the community to grow vegies...have a 
comunal vegie garden for example 
 

Please consider safe ebikes, walking, cycling 
as viable option for transport. Many areas of 
Kalamunda need footpaths or cycling lanes. 
 

 1. I have been told by someone who has lived 
here for many years that it doesn't matter what 
residents put in a survey the City never listens 
- I hope this is not the case. 
2. Please don't blame lack of funding for not 
taking action - it needs to be more of a 
financial priority. 
3. Thank you for taking note of the 
desperateness of climate change and its 
impact. 
 

 The Plan must define how delivery on the 
goals and objectives will be monitored and 
evaluated. 
 

 Review and completion date. Don't ask for 
scheduled review date. Give one Now!  
 

 This plan is a waste of time and is going to be 
detrimental to the community if it gets put into 
action. It puts all the onus on the community 
and allows the City to punish individuals for not 
complying  to an agenda that has no scientific 
basis. The City should educate the community 
in self sustainability and encourage better 
waste management through recycling etc. 
 

 The plan contains a lot of "advocate for" and 
"subject to funding" - these items sound like 
easy get-outs for inaction and delay. Climate 
change poses an existential threat to the whole 
of humanity NOW - everything else should take 
second place to action to mitigate it. Make it 
happen! 
 

Educate the people to live a simpler life...teach 
the community to grow vegies...have a 
comunal vegie garden for example 
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SMART targets should’ve been added to this 
document. 
 

Put it out for public comment again after all the 
SMART targets and costs have been 
developed. 
 

 Background - I have many years of experience 
as an architect; now teaching at Curtin 
University but was Principal Architect at 
Building, Management and Works, Department 
of Finance until 2018. 
The WA Institute of Architects has an action 
group advocating for increased requirements 
for built environment resilience - additional 
consultation with them is possible. 
I live at 43 Carmel Road East - can assist 
further if required. 
Carolyn Marshall 0402277213 
 

 The plan lacks any detail with respect to 
specific targets and timeframes.  There is 
mention of SMART targets, but the plan does 
not provide the necessary detail for any of the 
proposed actions to be tracked and measured.  
It would be vastly improved with the inclusion 
of more specific detail on what the City is 
actually going to do, how it is going to do it, 
and when it will be done by, to meet the 
targets set in the Plan. 
 

  
 Thank you for addressing climate change with 

this action plan, and I assume, many actions to 
come. I agree with Kevin Rudd's sentiment that 
climate change is the greatest challenge of our 
time, and it makes sense that many of our 
current economic, environmental and social 
problems will only become more complex and 
challenging as the effects of climate change 
increasing manifest.  I'm all for doing as much 
as we can to prepare for the changes and to 
help reduce carbon release. 
 

More meats needs to be added for any real 
change to happen, not just a plan that gives lip 
service to satisfy environmental commitments 
and strategies into the future. 
 

 

The government isn't known for their efficiency 
or productivity...  'm all for grassroots, 
community planning, rather than government. 
 

The sooner real actions are taken the better, to 
help get residents and businesses motivated. 
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Core actions must not be subject to funding.  
 

Be aware that it is exaggeration, not proven, 
the claims that human CO2 (an essential bio-
nutrient, not a pollution!) emissions are 
warming the planet to crisis point. 
 

 I applaud the Kalamunda Council for 
recognising the need for a Climate Action Plan 
but this draft is weak and might have been 
relevant ten years ago. The Council needs 
show leadership and provide strict policy and 
guidance to residents on reducing household 
waste, vehicle choice and usage and 
household energy management if we are going 
to meet reduction targets.  
 

More focus on providing current examples of 
effective strategies to residents is vital. 
Education only goes so far. Incentives for 
behaviours that reduce carbon emissions and 
disincentives for those that increase emissions 
should be a focus to encourage behaviour 
change. 
 

It would be nice if carparks could be covered 
with garden roofs, water with recycled water. 
 

1.Have a strong focus on for natural resource 
management programmes, particularly those 
that 
protect and enhance waterways, native forests 
and bushlands, and ensure that the City’s 
works teams are knowledgeable about storm 
surge climate risks and how these can be 
mitigated, particularly with respect to storm 
surge and stream pollution mitigation. 
In this regard, the plan needs to align with the 
City’s Wetlands and Waterways Local Planning 
Policy, and its City’s Water Sensitive Urban 
Design and water usage policies and 
programs, 
such as Kalamunda Flowing. 
Aligned policies such as these should be 
regularly reviewed to consider climate change 
impacts on waterways, forests and bushlands. 
2. Take action to reduce air pollution health 
risks, particularly those associated with diesel 
fuel 
emissions and wood fire smoke, and ensure 
they are locally monitored and mitigated. 
(There 
are serious concerns about Child Care centres 
located near busy roads). 
3. Look at how to reduce carbon emissions by 
the adoption cultural burning in the City’s 
reserves. 
4. Commit the city to advocate for building 
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ratings for sustainability and energy efficiency 
to 
exceed the minimum 6 Star rating, wherever 
possible. 
 
Carbon Footprint action - Promote ability for 
Residents to access the “Switch your Thinking”  
website which provides education, awareness 
and commercial opportunities for residents to 
reduce their own carbon footprint - the website 
does not show the City as a member at 
present, so the timeframe should be 'short 
term' or 'now' rather than ongoing? The City 
would benefit from membership which flows on 
to residents. It would be disappointing if the 
City is only prepared to promote the website 
contents and not contribute to the whole 
scheme as other metropolitan LGs are. 
 

A big concern is how mass housing is carried 
out in the hills and foothills areas. The most 
common practise is clearfelling the whole area, 
leaving a few 'habitat' trees in each parcel, 
which hence to ensure a low enough BAL 
rating, must be removed anyway, is not 
sustainable building.  
 
Also the conflict between preserving the native 
forest/woodlands and mitigating the fire risks. 
By demand, enforceable by an infringement, a 
fire control officer can order a for example a 
200 year old tree to be removed with massive 
carbon stores, habitat, cockatoo food and 
shelter etc etc because a policy has now 
deemed it is too close to a residence. 
We are either going to approach this change 
sensibly and with all departments United and 
aiming for the same goal, or continue on the 
disjointed, albeit well meaning path we are on. 
 

  
Let's have strong action rolled out quickly. You 
are not re-inventing the wheel. It has all been 
done before elsewhere. There is no time to 
waste.  
As a "home in the Forest'  and with a 
community that values nature, the COK should 
be at the forefront of climate change policy and 
action. There is a lot of local enthusiasm.  
 

Carbon Footprint –  
Which companies will be contracted to do the 
carbon rating? 
Which rating system will be used? ISCA? 
Other?? 
www.iscouncil.org 
 
If we are carbon offsetting – Who are we 
paying to offset?  
 
 
Focus 3 – Waste 
Get in early for FOGO education with 
transparency for FOGO updates. 
Utilise the EMRC for bin tagging/educational 
activities/community events. 
Focusing on Sustainable Waste reduction 
Processes first, then waste to Energy. 
 
More involvement with the EMRC and knowing 
all the available/Free resources that 
Are available to the council and the 
community. 
 
Look at “ground dug in” worm/compostable 
options like subpods. 
WWW.subpod.com.au 
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Provide better cost incentive or free 
compost/worm availability for residents. 
 
Commercial Waste: 
Assist our Coffee loving community with 
options for the recyclability of coffee cups ie: 
www.simplycups.com.au  
Look at all the coffee cafes and provide 
assistance to look at the “our kinds” program. 
www.ourkinds.com.au  
 
Retail – “shelf talker tags” for all “compostable” 
bag options available in all City of Kala stores. 
 
More education on recycling to reduce 
contamination (both residential and 
commercial) that the recycling rules changed in 
2018 and HAVE BEEN THE SAME EVER 
SINCE. 
 
Roads: 
Utilise other councils road specs (Cockburn), 
Vs Main Road standard specs for recycled 
content in roads in either road base (crushed 
glass) or plastic as the polymer emulsion for 
binding aggregate or even the seal. 
WA’s specs were only trial basis only and 
would used less than 5% recycled content. 
Victoria could use up to 45% of recycled 
content in roads. 
 
Also incentivising local commercial 
construction companies to utilise recycled 
crushed glass (sand component) vs using 
virgin sand. 
 
Packaging: 
As a City of Kalamunda retail option, 
purchasing a bulk variety of 
reusable/compostable and recyclable 
packaging  for a “supporting the sustainability 
of the hills” advertising & branding program 
that our local retailers can purchase, noting the 
recyclability or composability of the product. 
 
Containers for Change: 
When Containers for Change was established 
the ruling was that no one had to drive more 
than 5 kilometres to a depot or drop off point – 
this is not the case with Kalamunda residents 
and needs to be addressed. There was a 
proposal for a bag drop and Refund machine 
in the Aldi Carpark, and needs to be 
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addressed for the residents. 
 
Smart Targets: 
Explain which SMART targets are you 
specifically using and where as a resident can 
we find this info? 
 
 Which of the 17 UN Sustainable Development 
Goals are the City of Kalamunda focusing on? 
 
Purchasing: 
Ensure that the City of Kalamunda  (or 
Purchasing Dept) understand that purchases 
of plastic products that are “Type 7 Plastic 
Polymer” ARE NOT RECYCLABLE, ie: 
particular water bottles and some reusable 
plastic pretend glass cups (Tritan Plastic). We 
are unable to export mixed plastics types, yet 
we are still importing it in. 
 
Fogo: 
Education of degradable/biodegradable bages 
– that are not compostable in the FOGO 
system. Lets get in early and educate the 
community to ensure that when its our turn for 
FOGO, our contamination rates are low. 
Simple advertising or mail out. 
 
Transparency: 
Please provide more transparency with the 
community regarding the WMP for the City of 
Kalamunda, please use our other EMRC 
councils for community /council engagement 
(some lead by better example). 
 
City of Kalamunda still seems to be lacking. 
 
May we progress better in our community and 
ensure that we can get sooo much more. 
 

 Climate change is already having a detrimental 
effect on many areas of the world. We 
humans, as the cause of the acceleration must 
work together urgently to slow this process. 
The City of Kalamunda has a responsibility 
and opportunity to lead by example.  
Young people are crucial to helping with 
change and should be encouraged to engage 
with the plan and actions. 
 

Why is there not more action in this action 
plan? It’s seems to be a bureaucratic box 
ticking farce, a lot like other plans I’ve seen 
produced from this council. 

Important to address 
- Build a City Solar Farm and increase use of 
renewable electricity 
- Promote and remove barriers to 'Sustainable 
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On the community education, there may be 
some room for this but anyone who doesn’t 
already know about climate change isn’t going 
to be educated by the likes of council and 
everyone else doesn’t need educating, they 
just need a council to support them via 
enhanced waste management and recycling 
programs, and helping to increasing vegetation 
and improve water usage.  
Re the development and planning, the plan 
references things like urban heating yet does 
nothing to meaningfully mitigate the removal of 
existing vegetation right now - try to build a 
pergola in this town and you need permits and 
licenses and plans and three or four months of 
time up your sleeve. Want to wipe out a huge 
tract of forest to improve your view in a special 
rural zone though? Just go right ahead, no one 
at council is checking and there’s no 
requirement for replanting.  
Ban all single use plastics at council events 
like Basso have done. 
Introduce FOGO. 
Add A LOT more soft plastic recycling dropoff 
points over the region, this is what a huge 
portion of our non-biodegradeable waste is. 
ENFORCE the planning guidelines you already 
have in place. 
Get enough seedlings to actually give people 
who want them during your annual seedling 
program for residents, these disappear before 
most people even see the ad. 
Things like grey water and a solar bank are 
brilliant if you can pull them off. 
To summarise though, yes you need a plan for 
the future and advocating to higher levels and 
seeking funding for programs is great but for 
the love of all that is holy would you pls just 
start by doing a better job with the things you 
already have.  
 

design' with a design a sustainability design 
verification statement/assessment as a 
requirement for planning applications 
- Investigate regulatory barriers that prevent 
Grey Water re-use in the City, and if these can 
be overcome, promote this to residents 
- Community workshops that promote 
household, garden and property self (& 
community) sufficiency, wellness and lower 
carbon footprints. 
- Utilising knowledge and passion of young 
residents 
 

Some other suggestions are to: 
 
Have a strong focus on for natural resource 
management programmes, particularly those 
that protect and enhance waterways, native 
forests and bushlands, and ensure that the 
City’s works teams are knowledgeable about 
storm surge climate risks and how these can 
be mitigated, particularly with respect to storm 
surge and stream pollution mitigation. 
 
In this regard, the plan needs to align with the 
City’s Wetlands and Waterways Local Planning 
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Policy, and its City’s Water Sensitive Urban 
Design and water usage policies and 
programs, such as Kalamunda Flowing. 
 
Aligned policies such as these should be 
regularly reviewed to consider climate change 
impacts on waterways, forests and bushlands.  
 
Take action to reduce air pollution health risks, 
particularly those associated with diesel fuel 
emissions and wood fire smoke, and ensure 
they are locally monitored and mitigated. 
(There are serious concerns about Child Care 
centres located near busy roads). 
 
Look at how to reduce carbon emissions by 
the adoption cultural burning in the City’s 
reserves. 
 
Include Community empowerment strategies, 
particularly for young people to have a Voice in 
the City’s climate action.  
 
Commit the city to advocate for building ratings 
for sustainability and energy efficiency to 
exceed the minimum 6 Star rating, wherever 
possible. 
 
Strengthen action to improve local 
sustainability, particularly food security.  
 
RE: Public submission on the draft City of 
Kalamunda Climate Action Plan June 2022. 
 
Cities for Climate Protection 
 
Local Government Councils have for many 
years been involved in climate change and 
emission reduction initiatives, in particular, via 
the Cities for-Climate Protection (CCP) 
programme, originally run via ICLEI.ORG. A lot 
of this work occurred throughout Australia in 
the early 2000's, so the City of Kalamunda is 
very late to be progressing this important 
issue.  
The Cities for Climate Protection programme 
was based on 5 milestones.  
Milestone 1 Conduct baseline greenhouse gas 
emission inventory.  
Milestone 2 Adopt an emission reduction 
target.  
Milestone 3 Develop and secure formal 
approval of action plan to meet the target. 
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Milestone 4 Implement the plans polices and 
measures.  
Milestone 5 Monitor progress, report results 
and re-evaluate the programme.  
The draft City of Kalamunda Climate Action 
Plan June 2022 is literally about 20 years 
overdue.  
The Action Plan Goal  
The City of Kalamunda Draft Climate Action 
Plane (June 2022), puts forward the following 
goal: "Council adopts an intent to achieve a 
40% reduction in its own carbon footprint by 
2030 and become carbon neutral by 2035 
based on a 2020 baseline of its carbon 
footprint". (Action to be done by June 30, 
2023). 
 
It is very surprising, given that the document is 
badged as an Action Plan, that no 
quantification of carbon emission has occurred 
yet.  
It is absolutely vital that the City quantifies and 
monitors its emissions. Quantification should 
have occurred prior to the setting of a goal.  
If you have not measured it yet, how do you 
expect to manage it?  
The two major areas needed in the action plan  
The action plan should be focussed on two 
major areas;  
 
1. Directly focussed on all aspects of the 
City of Kalamunda's activities, and 
2. On delivering services and assistance 
for the broader community to encourage the 
adoption climate change initiatives, including 
reduction of emissions, prevention, reduction, 
and adaptation. 
 
The role of the City of Kalamunda, in relation 
to community residents and local business / 
local organisations, should be far more than 
just awareness, education and advice. What is 
needed is practical support, including 
subsidized services, funding and easy to use 
integrated access to all government services 
relating to emission reduction and climate 
change issues.  
Regarding the public consultation process  
On two occasions over a one-week period I 
sought to view the action plan at the 
Kalamunda Library. On both occasions, the 
plan was not available, although the staff 
claimed it had been made available.  
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Why was such a document not available at the 
library, during a formal public comment period?  
Deferral to the online documents is not a 
reasonable response. The council and its 
libraries should insist on having hardcopies of 
such documents available for the entire public 
comment period, and such documents should 
be retained as part of the public documents for 
the library, for ongoing community access. If 
such documents "disappear", then they should 
be replaced immediately.  
Native Vegetation  
Native Vegetation must be appropriately 
managed by Council for the protection of 
native vegetation and related threatened 
species is such as the iconic red tailed Black 
Cockatoo. 
The role of the City of Kalamunda, in relation 
to community residents and local business / 
local organisations, should be far more than 
just awareness, education and advice. What is 
needed is practical support, including 
subsidized services, funding and easy to use 
integrated access to all government services 
relating to emission reduction and climate 
change issues.  
Regarding the public consultation process  
On two occasions over a one-week period I 
sought to view the action plan at the 
Kalamunda Library. On both occasions, the 
plan was not available, although the staff 
claimed it had been made available.  
Why was such a document not available at the 
library, during a formal public comment period?  
Deferral to the online documents is not a 
reasonable response. The council and its 
libraries should insist on having hardcopies of 
such documents available for the entire public 
comment period, and such documents should 
be retained as part of the public documents for 
the library, for ongoing community access. If 
such documents "disappear", then they should 
be replaced immediately.  
Native Vegetation  
Native Vegetation must be appropriately 
managed by Council for the protection of 
native vegetation and related threatened 
species is such as the iconic red tailed Black 
Cockatoo. Remnant vegetation should be 
preserved with an emphasis on maintaining 
native vegetation linkages and corridors. 
 
Climate Design in Council Works; The Central 
Mall.  
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The recent major expenditure on the central 
pedestrian mall in Kalamunda is a good 
example of design which is not aligned to 
adapting to climate change. The highly 
reflective colour of the chosen bricks creates a 
high reflectivity which makes the space less 
comfortable for users of that area. The choice 
of brick and design creates a hotter urban 
space, not cooler.  
Water conservation  
Decorative fountains should be targeted for 
water use reduction and conservation.  
Concluding comment  
Kalamunda is in an important position to take 
practical action to make significant progress 
towards emission reduction and climate 
change actions. These essential actions are 
very overdue.  
It is very important, that Council, as a decision-
making authority, should proactively lead on 
this issue.  
Thankyou for the opportunity to provide public 
comment as part of the consultation phase for 
the Draft Climate Action Plan. 
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Age Bracket of Respondents 
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Suburb 
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Climate Action Plan Community Engagment Stage 1   

Stage 1 Results  
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Appendix A:  
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Stage 2: Survey – Feedback on Draft Climate Change Action Plan 

Distribution: All City Buildings.  

Via Email to relevant Stakeholders – ie those who contributed to the Stage 1. 

Blurb 

The City of Kalamunda has adopted a Draft Climate Change Action Plan for public comment. 

On 10 August 2021, the City of Kalamunda joined other Western Australian Local Governments by 
signing the WALGA Climate Change Declaration.  Following extensive community engagement, and in 
partnerships with climate change experts, the City prepared a Climate Change Action Plan. 

» The Plan sets out what the City of Kalamunda will be doing to address risk to the City’s 
environment, economy, infrastructure, community health, safety and wellbeing.   

» The Plan will ensure we are prepared and ready to adapt to the climate challenges that lie ahead.  
» The Plan outlines the City’s commitment to support and advise businesses and community to 

help them meet these challenges  
» The Plan acknowledges that climate change is both a crisis and an opportunity for the City of 

Kalamunda.  
Note: The Plan is a live document that will evolve over time as new information and technologies, and 
government initiatives, become available.  The City of Kalamunda will conduct an internal operational 
evaluation every two years to track progress and opportunities.  

It’s now over to you to let us know what you think of the Climate Change Action Plan and the proposed 
actions. 

The City is seeking feedback on the draft Plan. The submissions will be considered prior to making 
modifications and consideration of the Plan for final adoption.  

Feedback closes 10 August 2022, 5.00pm 

To ensure we get meaningful feedback please read the Draft Climate Change Action Plan - available from 
the document library, or the City of Kalamunda Administration Centre, prior to commenting. 

Alternative to the survey, written submissions can be provided via:  

City of Kalamunda Administration Centre, 2 Railway Rd, Kalamunda, 

All of the City of Kalamunda’s libraries  

https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/climatechangeaction 
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Newspaper Advert - Echo newspaper – 8 July 2022 
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Poster – Text as per Advert. 

Distribution 

» All City Buildings 
» Walliston Waste Station – Second Chance Shop. 

 

MailChimp eNewsletters 

Include promo in: 

» Friends Groups 
» News and Happenings in the City – July 2022 
» News and Happenings in the City – July 2022 

 

Engage Kalamunda eNewsletter – Mailchimp eNewsletter – 1 July 2022 

Audience1: Those who attended the Climate Change Forum, provided feedback in the 2021 Climate 
Change Survey.  

Audience 2: Those who indicated they wanted to “Follow” the project, but did not provide feedback in 
Stage 1 and via MailChimp to all City subscribers.  

Events related to Climate Change Actions 

21 April -  Fungi Talks @ High Wycombe Library 
27 April -  Fungi Talks @ Kalamunda Library 
10 May -  Fungi Talks @ Forrestfield Library   
16 May -  Kanyana Wildlife @ High Wycombe Library 
14 June -  Kanyana Wildlife @ Lesmurdie Library 
20 June -  Cultural Awareness & 6 Noongar Seasons @ High Wycombe 
23 June - Kanyana Wildlife @ Lesmurdie Library 

25 June  National Tree Day Community Planting @ Woodlupine Brook 

29 June -  Cultural Awareness & 6 Noongar Seasons @ Forrestfield Library 

25 June   Red Hill Waste Management Facility Tour - City of Kalamunda departure 
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https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/04/21/libraries/fungi-talk-with-roz-hart---high-wycombe-library
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/04/27/libraries/fungi-talk-with-roz-hart---kalamunda-library
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/04/27/libraries/fungi-talk-with-roz-hart---kalamunda-library
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/05/10/libraries/fungi-talk-with-roz-hart---forrestfield-library
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/05/16/libraries/kanyana-wildlife-@-high-wycombe-library
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/06/14/libraries/kanyana-wildlife-lesmurdie-library-AM
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/06/20/libraries/cultural-awareness-and-the-six-noongar-seasons
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/06/23/libraries/kanyana-wildlife-lesmurdie-library-PM
https://www.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/event-details/2022/06/29/libraries/cultural-awareness-and-the-six-noongar-seasons
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/red-hill-waste-management-facility-tour-city-of-kalamunda-departure-tickets-223717734767?fbclid=IwAR3TEq1EOdDoP4ZGAeYlKP7zHsHW0JbkzCYGJnN8AbZJaVB05ZKXg1BH7ms
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Dear [SELECT Stakeholder] 

Back in 2021 you showed a strong interest in the City’s Climate Change Action Plans by [participating in 
our “Big Ideas” Climate Change Forum/ completing our Climate Change Survey/ following our Climate 
Change Action Project – select the relevant]   

Thank you! 

Now, following extensive community engagement, and in partnerships with climate change experts, the 
City of Kalamunda has drafted a Climate Change Action Plan for public comment. 

» The Action Plan sets out what the City of Kalamunda will be doing to address risk to the City’s 
environment, economy, infrastructure, community health, safety and wellbeing.   

» The Action Plan will ensure we are prepared and ready to adapt to the climate challenges that lie 
ahead.  

» The Action Plan outlines the City’s commitment to support and advise businesses and community 
to help them meet these challenges. 

» The Plan acknowledges that climate change is both a crisis and an opportunity for the City of 
Kalamunda.  

 

Note: The Action Plan is a live document that will evolve over time as new information and technologies, 
and government initiatives, become available.  The City of Kalamunda will conduct an internal operational 
evaluation every two years to track progress and opportunities.  

What do you think? 

We are seeking feedback on the draft Plan. The submissions will be considered prior to making 
modifications and consideration of the Plan for final adoption.  

Feedback closes 10 August 2022, 5.00pm 

To ensure we get meaningful feedback please read the Draft Climate Change Action Plan - available from 
our Engage Kalamunda document library, or the City of Kalamunda Administration Centre, prior to 
commenting. 

Alternative to the survey, written submissions can be provided via:  

» City of Kalamunda Administration Centre, 2 Railway Rd, Kalamunda, 
» The City of Kalamunda’s libraries  
» https://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/climatechangeaction 

 

The City is committed to delivering environmental sustainability and maintaining the integrity of the 
natural environment. Climate Change Action depends on a whole-of-community approach.  

Weathering the weather. Reducing risk. Building resilience. 

Regards 

Community Engagement Team 
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City of Kalamunda 

Stage 2 – Face-to-face events  
Promotion of the Survey at events held between 1 July and 10 August 2022  

In particular: 

29 June (If the Survey is approved early)  KSESC NAIDOC Week Event 9.00am – 12.00pm 

3 July  Opening of NAIDOC Week 2022 

5 July  Cultural Walk with Neville Collard 

7 July  Cultural Walk with Neville Collard 
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Stage 2: Social Media Posts 
#ClimateChangeAction  

» Add hashtag to relevant Waste and Bushfire Preparedness Social Media Campaign posts 
» + Weekly Have your Say Wednesday and Have Your Say Sunday posts. 

Focus: Overall Plan 

Share Posts:  

1-31 July Plastic Free July  

 

Channel(s) Digital – Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
Date 6  July  
Paid Post $150 

Video of the Ice carving. 
 
https://youtu.be/XBw-
c9zvB0c 
 

NEW! Draft Climate Change Action Plan 

✅ The Plan sets out what the City of Kalamunda will be doing to 
address risk to the City’s environment, economy, infrastructure, 
community health, safety and wellbeing.  

✅ The Plan will ensure we are prepared and ready to adapt to the 
climate challenges that lie ahead.  

✅ The Plan outlines the City’s commitment to support and advise 
businesses and community to help them meet these challenges  

✅ The Plan acknowledges that climate change is both a crisis and an 
opportunity for the City of Kalamunda.  

✅ The Plan acknowledges the “Big Ideas” the community shared with 
us on Climate Change Action in 2021. What do you think? 

 ℹ To read the Action Plan, the Community Engagement Report 
following the Climate Change “Big Ideas” Community Engagement, 
and to provide feedback visit: 
http://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/ClimateChangeAction  

before 10 August 2022, 5.00pm  

#climatechange #action #Kalamunda #Listening #HaveYourSay 
#weather #economy #community #wellbeing #health #resilience 

Hashtags #climatechange #action #Kalamunda #HaveYourSay #Listening #weather 
#economy #community #wellbeing #health #resilience 

Targeting Geographical – Kalamunda and surrounds    

Share Libraries, Rec Centre, The Influence, ZZCC, KPAC  
Permalink  
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https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
https://youtu.be/XBw-c9zvB0c
https://youtu.be/XBw-c9zvB0c
http://engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/ClimateChangeAction
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23climatechange
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23action
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23Kalamunda
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23Listening
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23HaveYourSay
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23weather
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23economy
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23community
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23wellbeing
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23health
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23resilience
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Focus 1: Changing Climate Patterns 
Channel(s) Digital – Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
Date 9 July 2022 

 
 

 

Implementing SMS based warning systems of approaching 
extreme temperature events or storm surges; and completing a 
city-wide Drainage Catchment Strategy “Kalamunda Flowing” to 
help businesses manage the impact of stormwater flows within 
their property. 
 
Two of the actions the City is considering as part of it’s  
NEWLY DRAFTED Climate Change Action Plan. 
 
What are your thoughts? 
 
ℹ To read the Action Plan and provide feedback visit: 
engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/ClimateChangeAction 
 

Hashtags #climatechange #action #Kalamunda #HaveYourSay #Listening #weather 
#economy #community #wellbeing #health #resilience 

Targeting Geographical – Kalamunda and surrounds    

Share Libraries, Rec Centre, The Influence, ZZCC, KPAC  
Permalink  

 

Share Posts:  

11 July  United Nations World Population Day (www.un.org/en/observances/world-population-day) 

Blurb: World Population Day – celebrating our humanity, while raising awareness of global 
population issues. A timely reminder we need to look after this planet we live on.  

#ClimateChangeAction 
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Focus 2: Carbon Footprint 
Channel(s) Digital – Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
Date 12 July 

 
 
 

The City of Kalamunda aims to achieve “a 40% reduction in its own 
carbon footprint by 2030 and become carbon neutral by 2035”. . . 

Ref: (NEWLY DRAFTED) Climate Change Action Plan 

 

ℹ To read the draft Action Plan and provide feedback visit: 
engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/ClimateChangeAction 
 

Hashtags #climatechange #action #Kalamunda #HaveYourSay #Listening #weather 
#economy #community #wellbeing #health #resilience 

Targeting Geographical – Kalamunda and surrounds    

Share Libraries, Rec Centre, The Influence, ZZCC, KPAC  
Permalink  
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Focus 3: Waste 
Channel(s) Digital – Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
Date 16 July 2022 

 

 

Increasing the amount of recycled material in road works; 
and mandating bans on unnecessary packaging for 
foodstuffs. 

Two of the actions the City is considering as part of it’s 
NEWLY DRAFTED Climate Change Action Plan. 
Are we taking the right route? 

ℹ To read the draft Action Plan and provide feedback visit: 

engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/ClimateChangeAction 

 

Hashtags #climatechange #action #Kalamunda #HaveYourSay #Listening #weather 
#economy #community #wellbeing #health #resilience 

Targeting Geographical – Kalamunda and surrounds    

Share Libraries, Rec Centre, The Influence, ZZCC, KPAC  
Permalink  

 

Share Posts:  

• Schools Tree Day (29 July) 
• World Ranger Day (31 July) 
• National Tree Day (31 July) 
• Landcare Week (TBC) 
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https://treeday.planetark.org/about/
https://www.internationalrangers.org/events/
https://treeday.planetark.org/about/
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/landcareweek/
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Focus 4: Sustainable Development 
Channel(s) Digital – Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
Date 21 July 

 

Mandatory disclosure of building energy ratings at point of sale 
to improve market knowledge and encourage construction of 
buildings with higher energy efficiency standards. 
 
😁😁 Just one of the actions the City is considering as part of it’s 
NEWLY DRAFTED Climate Change Action Plan. 
Are you onboard? 

ℹ To read the draft Action Plan and provide feedback visit: 

engage.kalamunda.wa.gov.au/ClimateChangeAction 

before 10 August 2022, 5.00pm 

Hashtags #climatechange #action #Kalamunda #HaveYourSay #Listening #weather 
#economy #community #wellbeing #health #resilience 

Targeting Geographical – Kalamunda and surrounds    

Share Libraries, Rec Centre, The Influence, ZZCC, KPAC  
Permalink  
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