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         Bush Fire Advisory Committee Minutes – General Meeting 
                             24th of September 2020 – 1730hrs 
                           Kalamunda State Emergency Services  
                                  20 Raymond Road, Walliston 

 

 

  

1.0 Opening of Meeting 
Chairperson – Cr. John Giardina welcomed attendees. 
   

2.0 Members: 
Cr. John Giardina – City of Kalamunda, Councillor – South East Ward 
Tony Moiler – Captain, Kalamunda Volunteer Fire & Rescue Service 
Brian McGinley – Foreman, Kalamunda Volunteer Fire & Rescue Service 
David Stewart – Captain, Kalamunda Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
Steve Lake – Lieutenant, Kalamunda Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 

 

City Staff: 
James Wickens - Manager Environmental Health and Community Safety 
Mike Ward – Kalamunda Community Emergency Services Manager 
 

Visitors: 
Michael Pasotti – DBCA – Fire Coordinator 
Paul Southam – DFES District Officer, South East 

 

Apologies: 
David Carroll – Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer  
Sean Winter – Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
Michael Hall – City of Kalamunda, Senior Fire Mitigation Officer 
Cr. Lesley Boyd – City of Kalamunda, Councillor – South West Ward 
Peter Varelis – City of Kalamunda, Director, Development Services 
Warwick Martindale – Acting Local Manager State Emergency Service 
 
Minutes – Andrew Haselden  
 

3.0 Confirmation of minutes of the previous meeting 
 Moved: T Moiler   

Seconded:  S Lake  
 

4.0 Matters arising from previous minutes  
4.1 ACTION – J Hunter to run “Field Pocketbook”, presented at the July BFAC meeting past 

City Legal and look at amendments for future versions. (Item 6.2 - July 2020 BFAC 
Meeting) James Wickens advises that there has been an amendment to some of the 
terms in the pocketbook which will be updated. A question was raised at the July BFAC 
meeting by David Carrol as to whether this book would be admissible as evidence in a 
court. James Wickens advises that yes it could be used if the matter went to court. The 
scenario cited was that if a fine were issued in relation to a breach which was then 
challenged, the person who filled in the pocket-book may be called upon to give 
evidence  

- Cr. Giardina asks if there have been fines issued in this manner recently, James Wickens 
responds, yes, as recently as the last fire season.  

Matter Closed – 24/09/2020 
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4.2 ACTION – T Moiler and B McGinley to communicate directly with the City to investigate 
vision down Railway Road.  Cr. J Giardina requested they write to the CEO and to copy 
him in on it. (Item 6.4.2 - July 2020 BFAC Meeting). Tony Moiler notes that this matter 
has now been raised through Council and as such Tony Moiler does not consider that a 
letter is now required as the matter has progressed.  

Matter Closed – 24/09/2020 

4.3  ACTION - J Wickens to report back at next meeting as to the best process to contact City 
Rangers out of hours. (Item 8.1 - July 2020 BFAC Meeting). James Wickens advises that 
during normal hours, the Brigades are to contact the DFES communications centre to 
request the attendance of a City Fire Officer. Outside of normal hours, the Brigades are 
asked to complete the pocket-book (discussed in item 4.1) and email the completed 
form to the City, Cc’d to the Community Emergency Services Manager.  

Matter Closed – 24/09/2020 

5.0 Correspondence In/Out 
None 

6.0 General Business 
6.1 Proposed Pickering Brook Fire Station – M Ward 

Mike Ward, provides a presentation on the proposed future Pickering Brook fire 
station. The presentation discusses the revitalisation of the Pickering Brook 
townsite, the surrounding areas and community feedback provided to date. From 
this feedback, concern was raised regarding fire risk and road access through the 
townsite. The census of the area notes that 20% of the population of the area 
undertook volunteer work in the past 12 months, which gives credibility to the 
potential to recruit volunteers to crew this station. The George Spriggs Reserve has 
been suggested as a proposed area to locate a two bay fire station in the location 
of the existing tennis courts. This site is suggested as it is flat with minimal site 
establishment works, has room for expansion and is a local community hub.  

M Ward proposes the committee’s support to advise Council of the following; 
i. Note that planning investigations are being undertaken into the Planning

Investigation Area identified in the Western Australian Planning Commission
North-East Sub-Regional Planning Framework adjacent to the Pickering Brook
townsite.

ii. Advise to Council and the relevant State Government agencies and
stakeholders that a brigade and station at Pickering Brook is supported, in
principle, for the following key reasons:
• Climate change and drying climate
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• Risk mitigation generally (irrespective of any townsite expansion) through
increased capability in the prevention, preparation, response and recovery
phase.

• Coverage of the broader hinterland area
iii. Support further feasibility studies and investigations being undertaken into a

potential station at the George Spriggs Reserve.
iv. Support undertaking engagement with the Pickering Sports Club on the

potential for a station at the George Spriggs Reserve.

Cr. Giardina notes that he is on the State taskforce for the redevelopment of the 
area. He notes that there is a community group looking to seek separate funding 
for the refurbishment of the Alan Fernie pavilion. This is outside of the Council but 
reiterates the local community’s resilience. There is liaison with Matthew Hughes 
and drive to investigate the potential subdivision of the larger acreages. Cr. 
Giardina notes that the proposal to create a fire station in this area was 
investigated some time ago and that there is now renewed community desire for 
its establishment. Cr. Giardina notes that the townsite and fire station has his 
support and that the proposal will have more legitimacy if supported by BFAC.  

Brian McGinley asks a question regarding the number of appliances anticipated to 
be required. Mike Ward advises that there are currently enough members within 
the KVBFB who live in this area to man a single appliance, however the longer-
term plan would be a heavy and light appliance located in the township. Tony 
Moiler asks whether this station should be a Volunteer Fire and Emergency 
Services station. Mike Ward advises that this will likely be the long term result, 
however the intent is to stage the process from a BFB base. The proposal is to get 
the infrastructure in early to build off as the townsite progresses. 

It is noted by Paul Southam that the current tourism in the area is already putting 
further pressure in additional visitors to the area over the weekends.  

M Ward asks DPAW of their opinion. Michael Pasotti advises that in his opinion 
DPAW would support the creation of the station.  

M Ward asks for BFAC’s support in principal and moves a motion for BFAC to 
support the creation of a new Bush Fire Brigade fire station, located at the 
Pickering Brook sports club. Cr. Giardina seconds the motion. Voting commences 
with all attending members voting in favour of the motion without objection. 
Motion Carried.    

6.2 Fire Control Officers 2020/21 – M Ward 
Mike Ward presents the Fire Control Officer appointments for the 2020/21 period. 
Mike Ward advises BFAC that there are changes this year to reduce the number of 
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DCBFCO positions to one and appoint two FCO positions to the BFS outside of 
their chain of command. The Captains of the VBFB and VFRS will retain their 
existing FCO positions.  

Tony Moiler asks why the Deputy Captains of both brigades will have their FCO 
status removed. Mike Ward advises that the previous intent of having both 
positions as FCO’s, was to assist in issuing fire permits. There has been no call for 
this in the past 12 months and therefore the positions will be revoked this year.   

6.3 Parks and Wildlife 2020 indicative burn plan presentation 
Michael Pasotti – Parks and Wildlife 2020 indicative burn plan presentation. 
Main areas of focus this season are;  
- Mundaring Weir Road – Fern Road area, completed.
- Victoria Reservoir Korung National Park, Burn is underway and to be

completed in October
- Late spring burn planned for Whistlepipe gulley
- Southern edge of Crystal Brook, planned.

Michael Pasotti notes that the fuel age profile for Kalamunda is currently looking 
pretty good,  

Cr. Giardina asks how Pickering Brook’s fuel age is looking, Michael Pasotti notes 
that the fuel is no older than five years old at present but will require maintenance 
over the coming years. 

Michael Pasotti notes that the Zig-Zag area is still a concern as it has a lot of 
seasonal grass present which is hard to reduce the risk of. Tony Moiler asks about 
the area north of Lesmurdie Falls. Michael Pasotti advises that the areas above and 
around the area are low risk however the western side is difficult to burn. Michael 
notes though that there are good buffers around these areas. 

Michael Pasotti advises that the national park keys will be changing shortly to 
BiLock keys. Mike Ward advises that he as requested keys for the BFB, SES and VFRS 
vehicles and that all keys issued will be directly associated with that vehicle 
registration.   

7.0 Agency Update 
Department of Fire & Emergency Services - DFES  
Paul Southam – Advises that there haven’t been a lot of note worthy occurrences to 
report  since the last meeting. Assistant Commissioner Brad Stringer has retired, and his 
position is currently being filled. 
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8.0 Next Meeting 
Meeting commencement, 1730hrs Thursday the 18th of March 2021, Derek Fletcher 
Training Room, Kalamunda Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade / State Emergency Service, 20 
Raymond Road, Walliston. 
 

9.0 Closure 
Meeting Closed 1818hrs  
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Appendix 1: Proposed Pickering Brook Fire Station Presentation  
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Pickering Brook Fire 
Station

Ordinary Council Meeting 27 October 2020  Attachments Attachment 10.5.6.1

City of Kalamunda 556



› A State Government initiative to undertake a 
sustainability assessment of the Pickering Brook 
Townsite and promote sustainable tourism growth 
within the Perth Hills.

Overview
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Pickering Brook and Surrounds Sustainability 
and Tourism Strategy

3

• This project aims to:

• investigate the planning and economic development-related 
opportunities, constraints and options to revitalise the Pickering Brook 
townsite and surrounding area

• provide face-to-face opportunities for landowners and the community to 
have their say about the future of the area

• balance the aspirations of local government, landowners and community 
stakeholders, with State agency requirements, infrastructure capacity, 
bushfire risks, the environment and the needs of agricultural production

• consider any implications for high-quality agricultural land
• provide direction for future local planning
• carry out necessary examinations for the Pickering Brook Planning 

Investigation Area, identified in the Perth and Peel@3.5million North-East 
Sub-regional Planning Framework

• develop strategic recommendations for Government consideration.
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Proposed Pickering Brook Townsite 
Expansion
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Preliminary
Consultation 
Summary

The first stage of the procurement 
cycle process is to understand and 
define the business opportunity or 
business need.
• Involving cross-functional 

stakeholders gives you a wide 
range of expertise to develop a 
comprehensive, high level 
specification.

• Engaging stakeholders at this early 
stage means they will support the 
change process where stakeholder 
buy-in is required

5
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Key Issues

The planning stage
• In the planning stage, the key tasks will include 

defining the objectives for the business or 
organisation as a whole, and the objectives for 
communications as a whole.

• This stage will also see definition of strategy - in 
broad terms, identify the resources (people, skills, 
time) required to deliver the strategy, and those 
already available through existing in-house 
personnel or suppliers. It will also identify the 
investment required to secure any necessary 
additional resources, and outline a broad 
specification of the suppliers or resources 
required.

• These tasks must necessarily be undertaken by 
personnel with specific, relevant experience of all 
areas of planning and managing communications; 
of working with all communications disciplines and 
of developing workable communications 
strategies. However, the involvement of 
procurement professionals can not only add value 
to the overall process, but also help to ensure that 
plans are grounded in commercial reality and have 
buy-in from the whole organisation. 

• The purchasing function, or purchasing 
professionals, will be able to add value by 
maintaining a library of potential agencies and 
other communications suppliers; providing 
benchmark costs in relation to charge-out rates; 
and staying abreast of legislation or regulations 
relevant to Council, including issues such as 
financial disclosure, or changes to the public 
sector procurement rules.

6
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Pickering Brook 
Quick stats
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Did voluntary work through an organisation 
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George Spriggs 
Reserve
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Two Bay 
Bush Fire 
Brigade 

Fire 
Station
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Internal Station Plan
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Appendix 2: Parks and Wildlife 2020 indicative burn plan presentation 
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