
 
 
 

Minutes of the Special Electors' Meeting held on Monday 15 June 2009 in 
the Function Room at the Administration Centre, Shire of Kalamunda, 2 
Railway Road, Kalamunda commencing at 4:10pm. 
 

 

M I N U T E S 
 
1.0 OFFICIAL OPENING & WELCOME 
 

The Chairperson welcomed all attendees and advised that the meeting was in 
relation to the rezoning of Lot 500 (32) Gavour Road, Wattle Grove from 
“Special Rural” to “Special Use” (Aged Residential Care). He informed the 
audience that the outcome of this public consultation would be ratified at the 
next Ordinary Council Meeting on 20 July 2009. 
 
A list of apologies tabled at the meeting would be recorded and attached to the 
minutes. 

2.0 APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
ATTENDANCES 
 
Officials 
Cr McKechnie Chairman (Shire President) 
James Trail Chief Executive Officer 
Rory O’Brien Director Planning and Development Services 
Neil Wilson Director Corporate Services 
 
Staff 
Barbara Millan Executive Assistant – CEO 
Donna McPherson Personal Assistant/Corporate Services 
Faye Lund Personal Assistant/Engineering Services 
Jeannette Gough Minute Secretary 
 
Electors 
See list attached. 

 
3.0 PURPOSE OF MEETING 

To discuss the proposal to rezone Lot 500 (32) Gavour Road, Wattle Grove 
from “Special Rural” to “Special Use” (Aged Residential Care). 
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4.0 MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING 
A request for a special meeting which is submitted by electors is required 
under section 5.28 (2) of the Local Government Act to set out the matters to 
be discussed at the meeting. 
 
These are – 
 
1. ‘To consider a proposal to rezone Location 500 (32) Gavour Road Wattle 
 Grove from Special Rural to Special Use (Aged Residential Care)” 
 
2. “To consider and if thought fit adopt a resolution that the Council of the 

Shire of Kalamunda not initiate the proposed zoning on the grounds that: 
 

a. The locality in which the subject land is situated enjoys a 
rural/rural-residential level of development. 

b. The proposal in contrary to the principles of orderly and proper 
planning in that it is a spot rezoning which is at odds with the 
rural use and density of the land in this area. 

c. The introduction of non-rural or rural residential activity conflict 
with the objectives of the present zone and is inconsistent with 
representations made my the Council of the Shire for this area. 

d. The proposal has been considered on two previous occasions 
by Council and not initiated.” 

 
5.0 DISCUSSION 

 
The Chairman opened the meeting for discussion and called out the following 
people in succession: 
  

5.1 Ms Claire Richards (Town Planner with Greg Rowe and Associates. 
Speaking on behalf of a land owner in the affected area). 
Ms Richards spoke against the proposed rezoning of the land, stating that, on 
Town Planning grounds, the proposed rezoning was inconsistent with the 
objectives and purpose of a Special Rural zone, would be out of context in the 
location and would conflict with the lifestyle of the residents. 
 

5.2 Mr Clive Garnham (41 Judith Road, Wattle Grove). 
 Mr Garnham spoke against the proposed rezoning, stating that the evaluation 

of the proposal was flawed and biased.  During his presentation, the Chairman 
advised him against making accusations against staff.     

 
It was at this time that the Chief Executive Officer informed the Chair that, if 
Mr Garnham or anybody continued to deal with any of his Officers in this 
manner, he will walk out of the Chambers and take his Staff with him. 
This was carried out soon after as Mr Garnham did not heed to the Chief 
Executive’s warning.  The Shire President advised the assembly that the 
meeting would resume in five minutes to allow for the atmosphere to cool 
down.  
 
Mr Garnham resumed and completed his talk, advising that the Wattle Grove 
Action Group had come up with an alternative business model which 
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demonstrated that smaller lots, close to amenities were available and 
financially viable. 

 
5.3 Mrs Ann Bailey (104 Trafalgar Road, Lesmurdie) 

Mrs Bailey spoke as she had spoken on two previous occasions in favour of an 
Aged Persons’ facility being built in Wattle Grove as she felt there was a great 
need for such a facility within the hills area, stating that Ross Leighton had 
been the only person coming up with such a project and that the quiet location 
was ideal for older people to go to. 

 
5.4 Mrs Fadwa Abdullah (Wattle Grove Action Group) 

Mrs Abdullah spoke against the proposal, saying that the ‘home in the forest’ 
was been lost, that she was against ad hoc developments and that the land 
use in this proposal was not being respected. 
 

5.5 The Chairperson responded to a resident in the audience who asked what 
was different about this application from the two previous applications that had 
been submitted in the past by the proponent.  He explained that, on legal 
advice, it was found that the process followed for the two previous applications 
had been flawed as only immediate neighbours to the site had been consulted 
in lieu of a process of public consultation throughout the whole Shire.  The 
proponent had then lodged a third application and public consultation was now 
being carried out. 
 

5.6 Mr Wilson Johnson (5 Traylen Road, Kalamunda) 
Mr Johnson spoke in support of the proposal, stating that to suit the needs of 
an ageing population, it was imperative that such a development went ahead, 
and that others should follow suit. 
 

5.7 Rob Vletter (47 Gavour Road, Wattle Grove) 
Mr Vletter spoke against the proposed rezoning from ‘Special Rural’ to ‘Special 
Use’.  He believed that the Council had not undertaken independent 
investigation into the need for aged care accommodation, had not undertaken 
investigation into the most appropriate site for aged care accommodation in 
the Shire and had not implemented a planning process which involved 
consultation on a Shire wide basis.  He stated that the Wattle Grove Action 
Group had no confidence in the Shire President, the Chief Executive officer or 
the Director of Planning and Development Services and called for their 
resignation.  
 
During the delivery of his speech Mr Vletter was reminded several times to 
remain courteous and was asked to refrain from abusing the Shire officers. 
 

5.8  Mr James Dean (8 Flora Terrace, Lesmurdie) 
Mr Dean spoke in favour of the development.  He said that the insults and 
unnecessary attacks on the Shire officials were unfair. He stressed that the 
democratic process of voting at the meeting should be commended and that 
he felt that the vote should have been accessible to all the residents of the 
Shire.  He believed that only concerned locals would disapprove of the 
proposed development and that the majority of the population would be in 
favour of a much needed aged care facility.  
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5.9 Mr Rick Tesch (48 Gavour Road, Wattle Grove) 
Mr Tesch spoke against the proposal on behalf of his parents who own a 
property bordering with the proponent’s land.  His parents intend to subdivide 
their land and he will then become owner and neighbour of the site himself.  
His views are that the proposal is inconsistent with the land use and lacks 
planning merits.  He feels that the proposal is unfair to the local residents who 
have been forced three times to fight to protect their lifestyle. 
 

5.10 Mr Dick Lovegrove (41 Brentwood Road, Wattle Grove) 
Mr Lovegrove declared an interest to build a lifestyle village in Wattle Grove 
and said that he believed that people like himself who had farmed the land had 
earned the right to keep their land and to use it the way they wanted.  He said 
he was concerned about the arrogance of the Wattle Grove Action Group and 
questioned their interest in their opposition.  The Shire President warned Mr 
Lovegrove to speak through the chair as he engaged with a resident in the 
audience. 
 

5.11 Mr Les Lyons (48 Johnson Place, Wattle Grove) 
Mr Lyons spoke of his opposition to the development.  He believes that the 
proposal is a self serving enterprise by the proponent, that there will be a 
domino effect if it is approved and that it is a concern from an environmental 
point of view. 
 

5.12 Mr Ross Leighton (32 Gavour Road, Wattle Grove) 
Mr Leighton is the proponent of the proposal.  He spoke of his 18 years 
experience in aged care and nursing homes.  His focus is on the need of the 
aged in our community.  He stressed that the fact that we have one aged care 
facility for 53,000 people in our Shire is a disgrace and explained that what he 
is proposing to create is for the needs of high and low care, dementia and non- 
English speaking residents.   
 

5.13 Mr Pat Hallahan (11 Trafalgar Road, Lesmurdie) 
Mr Hallahan said that, as a long term resident in the Hills, he wanted to stay in 
the Hills when he no longer would be able to look after himself and although 
he has great empathy with the Wattle Grove residents wanting to preserve 
their lifestyle, he asked, as a matter of urgency if the rezoning does not get 
through, that the Shire look for alternative sites and that a plan for aged care 
nursing homes be put in place. 
 

5.14 Mr Black (171 Crystal Brook Road) 
Mr Black spoke against the proposed development, stating that many lifestyle 
villages were being built around Perth and that currently there were close to 
400 vacancies north and south of the river.  His view is that if people want to 
live in care, they should go there. 
 

5.15 Mrs Sue Bilich (457 Canning Road, Carmel) 
Mrs Bilich refuted a comment that she had been holding a clandestine meeting 
with the proponent and another Councillor at her home in 2007.  She explained 
that she was a Councillor then and had extended her attention to both parties 
although the Wattle Grove Action Group had declined to meet with her. She 
felt that none of their arguments, passed on to her through emails and 
telephone calls, could be taken as a valid reason for a refusal. She said she had 
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been bullied, intimidated and threatened by some residents. She added that 
the full page advertisement last week in the local paper was not correct and 
misleading to the community at large. She explained that the proposal is not 
just a lifestyle village, it is an integrated aged care facility which is in acute 
shortage in the Shire.  Her opinion is that the community need a long term 
vision and a balanced position between what people want and what they need. 
In her view, the community need to support an excellent opportunity for an 
integrated aged care facility that only private enterprise can offer.  
 

5.16 Mr Grunnwell (45 Ridley Road, Wattle Grove) 
Mr Grunnwell spoke very briefly to voice his support for the proposed 
development. 
 

5.17 The Chairperson read the following motion: 
 

“We, the residents and ratepayers of Kalamunda Shire endorse the Council’s 
decision to amend the Town Planning Scheme to allow this much needed 
facility to go ahead in Wattle Grove.” 
 
Moved: Sue Bilich    Seconded: Dick Lovegrove  
  

5.18 In response to some objections in the audience that Mr Lovegrove could not 
second the Motion due to his interest in the matter, the Chief Executive Officer 
explained that ratepayers were not bound by the need to declare any interest 
of impartiality as Councillors had to at Council meetings.  

 
5.19 Mr Vletter queried the validity of the votes since they were not been checked 

on the electors roll. The Chief Executive Officer advised that a motion could be 
voted on as the names, addresses and signatures of the voters had been 
recorded as they had come in and those allowed to vote had been given a 
voting card. 

 
5.20 Mr Ken Abbotsford (29 Johnson Place, Wattle Grove) 

Mr Abbotsford spoke against the motion stating that he had bought his hectare 
lot with a caveat on it preventing him to develop it for any other purpose than 
Special Rural. He therefore believed that he had some certainty that there 
would not be any major adverse development in his area but now he felt that 
he was been victimised. He put forward that the proposal was nothing more 
than a spot rezoning.  
 

5.21 Mrs Iris Jones (2 Orangedale Road, Lesmurdie) 
Mrs Jones spoke in favour of the motion, saying that she had no vested 
interest in the matter but had researched this very emotive issue as a 
concerned resident. She stressed that this was not just a rezoning issue but a 
people’s issue. She said that the Wattle Grove Action Group advertisement in 
the newspaper gave the wrong information to the community, that there was a 
desperate need for an aged care facility as people deserved the right to die 
where they had lived in their Shire. 
 

5.22 Mr Ian Granger (Hummerston Road, Piesse Brook) 
Against the motion, Mr Granger deplored that the meeting had degenerated in 
abuses and congratulated Mr Tesh and Mr Lyons for the pleasant and excellent 
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delivery of their ideas. He said he knew of a block in Kalamunda that would be 
ideal for the proposal and felt very strongly that the zoning of the subject lot 
should remain Special Rural. 
 

5.23 Mrs Bilich, the mover of the Motion, through the chair, asked the audience to 
let the public consultation speak for itself. 

 
5.24 The Chairperson put the Motion to the vote. 
 
 

“We, the residents and ratepayers of Kalamunda Shire endorse the Council’s 
decision to amend the Town Planning Scheme to allow this much needed 
facility to go ahead in Wattle Grove.” 
 
Moved: Sue Bilich    Seconded: Dick Lovegrove  
 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
6.0 CLOSURE 
 

The Chairperson thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting 
at 5.40pm. 
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